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TO

-EDWARD GIBBON, Efg;

Dear S,

O performance is, in my

opinion, more contempt- -

ible, than a Dedication of the
common fort; when fome great
man is prefented with a book,

“which, if Science be the fubjed,

he is incapable of underftand-

é ing; if polite Literature, inca-’

pable of ‘tafting : and this ho-
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(DEDICATION

nor - is done him, as a reward
for virtues, “which he neither

does, nor defires * to, poffefs.

I know but two kinds of dedi-

cations, which can do honor,

either to the patron or author.

The firft is, when an unexPe-

- nenced wiiter addreﬁ'es him{elf

to a mafter of the art, in which

. he endéavours to excel; whofe

examplc he is ambmous of imi-

tating ; by whofe advice he has

been dire&ed, -or whofe appro- |

. bation' he is anxious to deferve.

The

i
|
1
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‘DEDICATION.

“The other 'fort is yet more
honourable It is diated by

'.the: heart, and offered to fome

.perfonwho is dear to us, becaufe
he ought to be fo. It is an

opportuhity ‘we embracewith
pleafure of making public thofe .

{entiments of efteem, of friend-

fhip, of gratitude, or of all to-

" . gether, which we really feel, and

which therefore' we defire thould

.be known, .

I hope, dear Sir, my paft
condu& will. cafily. lead you
‘ ‘ - to



DEDICATION.

* to difcover to what principle
you fhould attribute this epiftle;;
 which, if it furprizes, will, I
hope, not difpleafe you.~ If I
. am capable of producing any
thing worthy the attention of

" the public, it is to ydu that I

owe it; to that truly paternal
care, which, from the firft dawn-
ings of my-reafon, has always
watched over my education, and
afforded me every opportunity
of Impravement. Permit me
here to exprefs my grateful fenfe

. of



DEDICATION.
of your tendernefs to me, and to
affure you, that the ftudy of my
whole life fhall be to acquit my-
felf, in fome meafure, of obli-
gations I can never fully r-epay..

Tam, ‘
. dear S,
with the fincereft
affe@tion and regard,

e

your moft dutiful fon,
and faithful fervant, .

» May the 28th,
12610'

E. GIBBON, Junior,
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Study of - Literature.

"L l“"HE hiftory of empires is that ., of 1i.
! of the miferies of humankind :terary Hi-

the hiftory of the fciences is that of theirwr
fplendour and happinefs. If a thoufand

" other confiderations render the ftudy of
the latter interefting to the philofopher,
this refle@ion alone is fufficient to recom-
mend it to every friend of mankind.

‘II. How ardently do I with a truth fo
confolatory “admitted of no exception!

B Bug
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" Butalas! the man too often intrudes an
the retirement of the ftudent: and hence
even in his clofet, that afylum of contem-
plative wifdom, he is ftill mifled by his
prejudices, agitated by his paffions, or de-
bafed by his follies. -

The influence of fathion is founded
on the inconftancy of man; the caufes of

its defpotifm being as frivolous as the
effe€ts of its tyranny are fatal. Men of
letters are neverthelefs afraid to caft off
its yoke, and, tho’ refleCtion caufes fome

delay in their fubmiffion, it ferves to ren-

der it but the more difgraceful.

All ages and countries have given a

preference, not feldom unjuftly, to fomeé
particular fcience, while they permitted:
others to languith and fink into a con-
tempt equally unreafonable, - Thus Logic
‘ : , and.

.
*
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and Metaphyfics under the fucceffors of

Alexander *, Polity and Elocution during
- the

® This age was that of thofe philofophical feQs, -

who battled for the fyftems of their refpe@ive maf-
.ters, with all the obftinacy of polemical divines.

A fondnefs for fyflems neceflarily produces an at-
tachment to general principles, and this of courfe
brings on a contempt for an attention to parti-
culars,

¢ The fondnefs for fyflems (fays Mr. Freret)

¢ which poffefled the fucceflors of Ariftotle, made

¢ the Grecks abandon the ftudy of pature, and
¢« flopped the progrefs .of their philofophical dif-

% coveries. Subtlety of argament took place of -

‘ experiment; the accurate fciences, Geometry,
¢ Aftronomy, and the true Philofophy difappeared
¢ almoft - entirely. None gave themfelves the
“ trouble to acquire new principles; bat all were

¢ employed in ranging, combining, and modelling -

-« thofe, they imagined they. knew, into fyftems.

* - ¢ Hence arofe fo many different fects. The greata

* eft geniufes loft themfelves in the abftrufenefs and
B2z - . % obfcu-
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the Roman republic, Hiftory and Poetry
in the Auguftan age, Grammar and Jurif-
prudence in that of the Lower Empire, the
Scholaftic Philofophy in the thirteenth cen-
tury, and the Belles Lettres, till within
the times of our fathers, have all in their
turns fhared the admiration and contempt
of mankind.

Natural Philofophy and the Mathema-

tics are now in poffeffion of the throne :-

their fiter fciences fall proftrate before

]

obfcurity of Metaphyfics, wherein words gene-
¢ rally fupplied the place of things; and thus Lo-
« 'gic, denominated by Ariftotle an implement of
% the underftanding, became among his followers
¢ the principal, and almoft the fole, obje& of
¢ their attention. Their whole lives were fpent
¢ in ftadying the art of reafoning, without ever
¢ reafoning at all; or at leaft without reafoning on
¢ any other than trivial-and arimportant fubjects.”

Mem. de PAcad, des B. L. tom, vi. p. 150.

them ;

i

———
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them ; are ignominioufly chained to their

_ <ar, or otherwife fervilely employed to

adorn their triumph, Perhaps their reign

'too is fhort, and their fall approaching.

. It would be a talk worthy a- man of

* abilities, to trace that revolution in reli-

' gion, government and manners, that hath -

fucceflively bewildered, wafted, and cor-
rupted mankind. It were prudent for
him therein not to feek hypothefes, but
much more fo not to avoid them.

L If the Greeks had never been re- Reflora.
duced to flavery, the Romans had been ‘,;‘;;‘1;;““
ftill barbarians. Conftantinople falling be- Lettres.
fore the fword of Mahomet, the Mufes ;Ii‘ch:a‘{’:b‘
were abandoned to fortune, till affembled for them.
and patronized by the Medici.  This illuf-

trious family encouraged Literature. Eraf-

mus did ftill more; he cultivated lcbtc_rs

B3 him-
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himfelf, while Homer and Cicero became
_ familiar to climes unknown to Alexander,
-and Nations unconquered by Rome. In
thofe days it was thought a fine accom-
plithment to ftudy and admire the An-
cients * ; in ours, it is judged more eafy
and polite to neglet and defpife them.
I am apt to think there is fome reafon on
both fides. The foldier then read them in
his tent; the ftatefman ftudied them in
his clofet. Even the fair fex, ufually con-
tent with the empire of the graces, and

* By turning over the Latin Bibliotheque of Fa-
bricius, the beft of mere compilers, we fhall fee
that in the fpace of forty years afier the invention
of printing, almoft all the Latin authors iffued
from the prefs, fome of them more than once. It
is true, the tafte of the editors was by no means
equal to their zeal. The writers of the Auguftan
hiftory appeared before Livy; and an edition: of
Aulus-Gellius was given before any body thought
of Virgil. ‘ '
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| willing to refign fuperior knowledge to
~ ours, were fubject to the contagion ; and -
| every Delia withed to find a Tibullus in
the perfon of her lover. It was from He-
rodotus that Elizabeth (a fovereign whofe
name is revered in the annals of Litera-
ture) learnt to maintain the fights of hu-
manity againft another Xerxes. It wasin
Zifchylus * fhe faw her magnanimity cele-
.brated under the names of the victori-
.ous" heroes of Salamis. + Chriftina pre-
A ferred
¢ Zfchylus has written a tragedy, wherein he has
painted, in the moft lively colours, the trinmph of

the Greeks and the confternation of the Perfians, af-
ter that fatal battle. See le Theatre des Grecs du

P. Brumoy," tom. ii. p. 171, &c.

-

t The prefident Henault, in fpeaking of that
Princefa, fays, ¢ She was a great fcholar : and that,
¢ being onc day in converfation with Calignon,

. . - B4 < after-

i




{ 8)
férred knowlege to the government of a
kingdom ; for which the politician may
defpife, and the philofopher will proba-
bly blame her. ‘The man of letters, how-
every cannot fail to cherith the memory
of that Princefs, who not only ftudied the
. Ancients herelf, but even rewarded their
commentators. It was by her ‘that Sau-
maife was honoured with marks of dif-
“tin&tion ; who, tho’ he did not deferve the
admiration in which his cotemporaries held

¢ afterwards Chancellor of Navarre, fhe ihewéd him
 a Latin tranflation fhe had made of fome trage-

¢t dies of Sophocles. and of two orations of De-

“ mofthenes. She permitted him alfo to take acopy °

« of a Greek epigram of her own compofition ;

¢ and afked his opinion concerning fome paffages of
¢ Lycophron, which fhe had then in her hands,
* ¢ and from which fhe intended to tranflate fome par-
¢ ticular parts.”.

" Abreg. Chronolog.'4to. Paris, 1752, p. 397.

him,

f
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him, was above that contempt thrown
upon him by his fucceflors,

IV. This Princefs, without doubt, car- That tafte
ried her regard for fuch writers too far, ct:;"fe:
For my part, tho’ fometimes their advo.
cate, never their partifan, I will freely con- -
fefs I think them as coarfe in their manners,
as they were minute and trifling in their
works. A pedantic erudition cram ping the
efforts of theirimagination, they were rather
dull compilers than ingcnious Scholiafts,

‘The age was juft enlightened enough to per-
ceive the utility of their refearches, but nei-
ther fenfible, nor polithed fufficiently to

"know what advantages they might have
"reaped, by the light of Philofophy.

V. At length the day appeared. Def- When it
cartes indeed was not eminent in letters : f:::emfea_
polite literature however is extremely ob- fonable.

. liged



¢ )

liged to him. An acute philofopher *,
who inherited his manner, inveftigated the
true elements of criticifm. Boffu, Boi-
leau, Rapin and Brumoy informed the

public alfo of the value of thofe treafures

it had in its pofitfion. One of thofe fo-
cieties, that have better }mmortahzed the
name of Lewis XIV. than all the per-
picious triumphs of his ambition, had
already begun its refearches; focicties, . in
“whith we fee erudition, precifion of fen-
timent and politenefs united ; in which
we meet with fo many important difco-
" weries, and fometimes, what hardly yields
to difcoveries, a modeft and learned igno-
rance.

If men employed their reafon as much
in their aftions as in their converfation,

® Mr. Le Clerc, in his excellent treatife on the.

art of criticifm, and in many other of his works.
~ ‘ the
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the Belles-Lettres would not only engage
-the efteem of the wife, but become equal-
ly the obje&t of vulgar admiration.

VL It is from this zra we may date The de-
- the commencement of their decline. chll.l: ;ﬁu
Clerc, to whom both freedom and fcience Lettres.
_ are indebted, complained of it above fixty
years ago. But it was in the famous dif- -
~ pute, Eonccrning the ancients and the mo-
derns, that Lictters reccived the mortal
blow. Never fure was carried on fo un-
equal a combat! The ftrit logic of
Teraffon ; the refined philofophy of Fon-
tenelle ; the elegant and happy manner of
De la Motte ; the fpfightly raillery of St.
Hyacinthe ; all joined in concert to re-
ducé Homer to a level with Chapelain,
“The adverfaries of this formidable band
anfwered them only by an attention to
trifles; with I know not what pretenfions

) to
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to natural fuperiority in the ancients; with
prejudice, abufe and quotations. The
laugh was entirely againft them ; while
the ancients, who were the fubjet .of the
difpute, came in for a fhare of the ridi-
cule that burft on their defenders: that
agreeable nation, which had unthinking-
ly adopted the principle of Lord Shaftef-
bury, not making any diftinction between
the Falfe and the Ridiculous. '

Our Philofophers have ever fince affe&-
~ed to be aftonithed, that men can pafs
* their whole lives, in acquiring the know-
lege of mere words and faéts, in bur-
thening the memory without improving
the underftanding. At the fame time,
our men of wit are fufficiently fenfible of.
the advantages they derive from the ig-

norance of their readers, and therefore
- load
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_ load the ancients with conkempt, as well
as ;hofc who make thcm their ftudy *.

VII. To thls pl&urc let me fubjom a Greatmen
few refleétions, whxch may fix a juft efti- kf:e,:f

mation on the Belles Lettres.

The examples of great men prove no-
thing. Caffini, before he acquired a
name for his aftronomical difcoveries, had
bufied himfelf with judicial aftrology 1.
‘When fuch cxat_hi:les, however, are nu-
merous, they prejudice the mind-in fa-
vour of an enquiry, the event of which

- they ferve afterwards to confirm. One
muft immediately conceive that a mind
capable of thinking for itfelf, a lively and

® Fontenelle in his digreflion concerning the an-
cients and moderns, and elfewhere.
Ouvres de Greflet. tom. ii, p. 45.

+ Fontenelle dans fon Eloge.
Voltaire, tom. xvii, p. 79.

bril-
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brilliant imagination, can never relith a

 fcience that depends folely on the memo-

ry. Yet of thofe whofe fuperior talents
have fucceffively inftructed mankind, ma-
nly have applied themfelves entirely to
the ftudy of the Belles Lettres; ftill more
have gncouraged and in a lefs degree cul-

_tivated them ; but not one, at leaft hard--

ly one, of them all, ever held them in
contempt. All antiquity, was known-to
Grotius; a knowledge that enabled him
to unfold the Sacred Oracles; to combat
ignorance and fuperftition, to foften the
calamities and mitigate the horrors of
war. ’ ‘

If Defcartes, devoted entirely to his

Philofophy, defpifed every kind of ftudy - -

that had not an immediate affinity with
. 2 ! N it,
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it, Newton * did not difdain to forma
fyftem of Chronology which has had both
its advocates and admirers : Gaflendi, the
greateft Philofopher among the men of
letters, and -the greateft .man of letters
among the Philofophers, not only defend- -
ed the do&rines of Epicurus, but critical-
ly explained his writings: Leibnitz laid
afide his profound refearches into hiftory, -
to employ himfelf in the more abftrufe
refearches of the Mathematics. Had his
edition of the Capella appeared, his ex-
ample alone in that valuable acquifition
to the literary world, had juftified the con-
duét of all thofe who apply themfelves to
letters +.  An eternal monument exifts,

* Newton difcovered miftakes of 5 or 6 hundred
years in the common Chronology and reformed it
accordingly. See my critical remarks on that Chro-
nology. ’ '

+ See the life of Leibnitz, by de Neufville, pre-
fixed ‘to his Theodocea.

how-
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' ﬁc;we\(er, of the united efforts of erudi-

Men of
letters
great
men,

tion and genius, in the DiGtionary of Mr.
Bayle. ’ '

-

VIII. If we confine ourfelves to fuch
as have devoted almoft all their time and
ftudy to literature, the reader of tafte
will always know how to. diftinguifh the
fubtle and extenfive wit of Erafmus; the
accuracy of Cafaubon and Gerard Voffius 3
the readinefs of Juftus.Lipfius; the tafte °
and delicacy of Taneguy-le-Febvre ; the
refources and fertility of Ifaac Voffius; the
daring penetration of- Bentley; the agree-
able manner of ‘Maffieu and de Fraguier 5
the folid and ingenious criticifm of Sallier ;
and the profound philofophical genius of
Le Clerc and Freret. He will never con-
found thefc truly-great men with fuch mere

compilers as Gruter, Saumaife, Maffon,
. and many others, whofe works, tho’ not -

alto-
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altogether ufelefs, feldom gratify tafte, ne-
ver excite admiration, and in general only
lay claim to the loweft kind of approba-
tion. * . '

IX. The ancients have left models for Tastr.

- . Three
fuch writers as dare to copy after them, fources of
and le&tures to others, from which they may ****7:
deduce the principles of true tafte, and
learn to employ their leifure in the ftudy
of thofe valuable produéions, wherein
truth appears embellithed with all the

graces of the imagination.

It is the province of Poets and Orators
to paintthe beauties of nature. The whole
univerfe fupplies them with tints : of that
infinite variety, however, which on every
fide prefents itfelf, the images they em-
ploy may be ranged in three claffes ; thofe
relating to man, to nature, and to art. The

- C images

1



18 )

images of the firft clafs, or thofe which -
compofe the picture of man, his great-
nefs, his meannefs, his paffions, his ca-.
. prices; thefe are they which conduét the

writer in the fureft path to immortality.

Every time one reads Euripides or Te-

rence, one difcovers new beauties. It is

not, however, to the difpofition or. con- -

duét of their performances, which are in
this refpect often defettive; nor is it to
their delicacy or fimplicity of ftile, that
thefe Poets owe their reputation. No,
the heart beholds the picture of itfelf in
their juft and lively defcriptions, and con-
feffes it with pleafure.

. Nature, vaft and extenfive as it is, hath

furnithed the Poets with but few images. |

Confined by the nature of the objed,
er the prejudices of mankind, to the ex-

terior of things, they have fucceeded only y
" in painting the fucceflive variety of the

feafons 3
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~ feafons; a fea agitated by ftorms ; the Ze-

phyrs, wafting love and pleafure on the
breeze, and the like. A few writers of
genlus were enow to exhauft thefe images.

X, Thofe of art remained. By the Artificial
jmages of art I mean all thofe things, >
by which men have embellifhed, defaced,
or diverfified nature, religion, laws or cuf-

. tom. The Poets have univerfally made

free with all thefe, and it muft be owned
they were in the right. Their fellow-coun-

trymen underftood them with eafe, and

perufed them with pleafure. “They were'
pleafed to fee the genius of their greag

men exercifed on things which had made

their anceftors refpe€table, on fubjects they

revered as facred, or practifed as ufeful.

XI. The manners of the ancients were The 3_:;';

more favourable to Poetry than ours; nncnentl

favourable
C_ ? which ¢ poctry.
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of their General. The mufe denies her
aflitance in the defcription of their evo-
lutions : fhe is afraid ‘to penetrave the
clouds of powder and {moke, that conceal
from her fight alike the coward “and the
brave, the private centinel "and the com-
mander in chief. -

Tngovern- XII. The ancient republics of Greece
ment.  were ignorant of the firt principles of good
policy. The people met in tumultuous
aficmblies rather to determine than to de-
liberate.  Their faltions were impetuous
and: lating; their infurrections -frcquent
and terrible ; their moft praceful hours full
of diftruft, envy and nfufiop *: The ci-
tizens were indeed unhappy; but their

* See Thucydides, boek iii. alfo Diodoras Sicalas,
from the xich book to the sxth, slmoft threngboot.
Aifo the Prefuce of the AbbE Teraffon 1o the 3d vol.
of his trarflation of Diedores Sicalas—Alo Hum’s
Political Effays.

WIIICTS,
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writers, whofe imaginations were warmed
by fuch dreadful objets, defcribed them
naturally as they were felt. A peace-
. able adminiftration of the laws; thofe fa-
lutary inftitutions, which, proje&ed in the
cabinet of a Sovereign or his council, dif-
fufe happinefs over a whole nation, excite
only the Poet’s admiration, the coldeft of
all the paffions.

XIII. The ancient mythology, which ..
attributed life and intelligence to all nature, gion.
extended its influence to the pen of the
Poet. Infpired by the mufe, he fung the
attributes, - the adventures and misfortunes
of his fabulous deities. That Infinite Be-
ing, whieh religion and philofophy have
made known to us, is above fuch defcrip- -
tion : the fublimeft fights become puerile
.on fuch afubje@. The almighty Fiat of °
Mofes ftrikes us with admiration ®*; but

®* See the pieces of Huet and Defpreaux, in the

3d 'val. of the works of the latter,
: .C 4 -reafon



’ ( 24 )

reafon cannot comprehend, nor imagina- |

tion defcribe, the operations of a deity,
at whofe command alone .millions of

worlds are made to tremble: nor can we’

read with any fatisfactory pleafure of the
devil, in Milton, warring for two whole

days in heaven againft the armies of the
Omnipotent *.

® The golden compafies, with which the Creator,
in Milton, meafures the univerfe, cxcite furprixe.
Perhaps, however, it is puerile in him; tho’ fock
an image had been truly fublime in Homer. Owr
philofophcal Weas of the Deity are injuricas o the
Poct. The fame attributes debate our Divinity which
would have extolled the Jepiter of the Greek=. The
fedlime genias of Miroa was cramped by the fyfcmn
oF qux redigion, and mever appeared w fo gremam
adventage M whee M Daok i a livtle off ; while ax
e oy, Propertns, a coli and infipil deaiaimer,
Quee all Ne repumticn 2 the sgeesalie pidimres of

Ma Mdnaoge.
The
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The ancients knew their advantages, and

profited by them accordingly. Of this

the mafterly performances we ftill admire |
are the beft proofs.

XIV. But we, who are placed in another The
clime, and born in another age, are necefla- ;::,',,:;
rily at a lofs to fee thofe beauties, for want g‘;"h““
“of being able to place ourfelves in the fame
poﬁnt of -view with the Greeks and Ro>
mans. A circumftantial knowlege of their
fituation and manners can only enable us
to do this. ~ The fuperficial ideas, the poor
information we glean fiom a commentary,
aflit us only to feize the more palpable
and apparent beauties : all the graces, all
the delicacies of their writings efcape us;
and we are apt to abufe their cotempo-
raries for want cf tafte, in lavithing fuch
encomioms on thofe merits we are too ig-

norant to difcover. An acquaintancé with
: ' anti-

w5 L]
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Indian on the banks of the Ganges, and
the Laplander on his hills of faow, will
read his works, and envy the happy climie
and zra that produced fo extraordmary a
genius..

Thofe who.are ambitious to pleafe uni-
verfally, muft deduce their images from
the common refources. of mankind, from
the human heart and the reprefentations
of nature. Pride only can induce writers
" to exceed thefe bounds. They may pre-
fume, indeed, that the occult beauties of
their writings will always fecure a family of
Burmans, to labour in their explication,
and to admire the text the more becaufe
they themfelves have written the comment.

XVI It is not, however, the charac- ~

ter of the author altogether, but that of
his work, which influences him in this

particu-
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“particular. The fublimer fpecies of Poe-

try, the epopeia, the tragedy, the ode,
feldom employ the fame images as come-
dy and fatire; becaufe the former are
chiefly defcriptive of the paffions, and the
latter of manners. Horace and Plautus
are almoft unintelligible to thofe who have
not learnt to live and think as the Ro-
mans. - The rival of the latter, the ele-

gant Terence, is better underftood, be-

-caufe he has facrificed pleafantry to tafte;

whereas Plautus' has even proftituted de-
cency to mirth. Terence, one is apt to
think, imagined he was defcribing the

_Athenians ; his pieces are all over Greek,

excepting the language *.  Plautus knew

® Sece Teren. Eunuch. a& ii. fc. 2. Heaaton,
a&i. fc. 1. The Cupedinarii Terence fpeaks of,

* difprove not the truth of this refletion. , That word,

tho’ we fhould not adopt the conjefure of Sumaife,
was become from a proper name an sppellative.

See Terence Eunuch, a& ii. fc. 2.
that
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that he “wrote for thé entertainment of
the Romans; and therefore with him we
find, at Thebes, at Athens, at Calyden,
the manners, laws, and evén the public
bmldmgs, of Rome *.- ‘ -

XVII In hcroxc poefy, .altho’ manpers
be not the principal obje@s. of. the piece,
they are made ufe of as ornamental. in the

of the Ro- remote and diftant thadowings of the pi¢-

ture. It is impoffible to comprehend the
defign, the art, the circumftantial beautiés
of Virgil, without a perfe& knowlege of
the hiftory, the government, and the reli-
gion of the Romans;; of the geography of
ancient Italy ; the chara&er of Auguftus;
and of that particular and fingular rels-

® Amphytrion, a&. i. fc. 1. Quid faciam munc,
fi Trefviri me in carcerem compegerint, &c.

“tion

.~
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tion he bore to the fenate and the people ®.
Nothing could be more ftriking, or inter-
efting to this people, than the contraf
between Rome, with its three thoufand
citizens - living in hovels thatched with
ftraw +, and the fame Rome the metro-

- polis of the univerfe, whofe houfes were
‘palaces, whofe citizens Princes, and whofe

provinces were extenfive empires; As

-Florus has remarked this gontraﬁ, it is

not to be thought Virgil was regardlefs
of it. He has ftruck it off in a2 moft maf-
terly manner. Evander conduéts his gueft
thro’ that village, where every thing, even

® See the Differtations of Mr. de la Bleteric on the
authority of the Emperors, in the Memoirs of the
academy of the Belles-Lettres. Vol. xix. p. 357.

. Vol. xxi. p. 299, &c. Vol. xxive p. 261, &c. p.

297, &c.

+ Varro de lingua Latina, lib. i_v.—Dio;nyﬁus Ha-
licarnaf, kib, xi. p. 76. Plutarch. in Rom.
: 2 its



C 32 )
was all rufticity.. He ex-<
juities ; while the Poet gives
iderftand for whom this vil-
ire capitol, concealed beneath
ars, was referved *. How
iking a piture! How fpeak-
reflive is this to a man ver-
ity! How .lifelefs and un-
hofe who are no otherwife

‘ead Virgil than by a natural
s, and a knowlege of the lan-

1¢ better one is acquainted
73 the more one admires the
s of the Poet. His fubject,

id. lib. viii. ver. 185 to 370.°

rpeitam fedem, et capitolia ducit
- olim fylveftribus herrida dumis.
—_— = Armenta videbant
: foro et laatis mugire carinis.

1t
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it muft bc confeffed, was flat enough.
The ﬂlghc of a band of refugees; their
{quabbles with a few villagers, and the
fettling of a paltry -town ; thefe were the
boafted labours, the great exploits of the

. pious Aneas.  But the Poet has dignified

th¢m, and in fo doing has had art enough .
to render them intercfting. By- an illu-
fion, too ‘refined not to have efcaped the
generality of readers, and too excellent to
difpleafe the critic, he hath embellithed
the rude manners of. the heroic ages, but
has’ done it without difguifing them *.

‘ - The

* Nothing is more difficult for a writer, educated

3n fcenes of luxury, than to defcribe fimplicity with-

out meannefs. Read the epiitle of Penelope, in Ovid,
and you will be difgufted with that rufticity which
gives fo much delight, in Homer. In the writings
of Madam Scadery, you will be as difagreeably fur-
prized to find, in the court of Tomyris, the fplen-
) D dour
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The herdfman Latinus, and the quarrel-
fome Turnus, are indeed elevated into
_great monarchs,  All Traly trembles for
the caufe of liberty : and ZEneas triumphs
over gods and men, Virgil kpew how to
refle all the glory of the Romans on their
Trojan anceftors. The founder of Rome
eclipfes that of Lavinium. It is a fire that
kindles, and prefently blazes over the face
of the carth. ZEneas, if I may fo venture
to exprefs myfelf, contained the germe_of '

all his defcendants. When befieged in
his camp, he naturally calls to mind a

dour of thatof Louis the XIVth. Oue mufibe form-
ed for fach mamsers to hit off their genuine fmph-
city. Refe@ion has fopplied the place of expesi-
ence in Viegl, and perhaps in Fesclon. They
keew it was neceffiry to clevate them 2 Eatle, i
conformity 0 the delicacy of their age and commtry;

NMW“‘M“&W:
w0 tadxy enbelibments.

Cxfy |




( 35 )

Czfar and an Alexis. We cannot divide
our admiraticn between them.

But Virgil never difplayed greater ad-
drefs than when, defcended with his hero,
to the fhades, his imagination feemed at
full liberty. Yet here he neither created
new nor imaginary beings. Romulus and
Brutus, Scipio and Cafar appeared, fuch
as they had been in life, the admiration or-

terrour of Rome.

-

XIX. One reads the Georgics with' that o e
fively tafte the beautiful-excites, and that @corges
.~ exquifite pleafure the charms of the fube |
ject naturally infpire, in a fuféeptible mind.

It is eafy to conceive, however, that our
admiration would be increafed, by difco-
vering in the Poet a defign equally noble
" and elevated, as the execution of it is
~ highly finifhed. I conftantly draw my
- D examples

-
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examples ‘from Virgil. "His fine verfes,
and the precepts of his friend -Horace,
fixed the ftandard of tafte among the Ro-
mans, and may ferve to convey inftruc-
tion to the moft diftant pofterity. But

A ~ to cxplain my fentiments more clearly, -
it is neceffary to trace thmgs a little far-
ther.

TheRo- XX. The Romans firft fought for glo-
rams, Ty and for their country. After the fiege
~of Veiz * they received fome fmall pay,

and fometimes were recompenfed after a
triumph + : but they received thefe as gra-

tuities, and not as their due. At the end

of every war, the foldiers, becoming ci-

tizens, retired to their refpective huts,

* Livy, book iv. ¢, 59, 6o.

t Livy, book xxx. c, " 459 &c Arbythnot's Tables,
P. 181, &c.

—

. N 1
!‘Sﬁ.-.____&__ , ‘ J
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and huhg up their ufelefs arms, to be re-
fumed at the firft fignal,

When Sylla reftored the public tran-
quillity,  circumftances were much altered.
Above three hundred thoufand men, ac-

" cuftomed to luxury and flaughter *, with-

out fubftance, without home, without -
principle, required rewards, Had the

. di@ator paid them in money, according to

the rate afterwards eftablifhed by Auguf-
tus, it had coft him upwards of thirty-
two millions, of our money 1 ; animmenfe .

: fum

® Salloft. in Bell. Catilin, p. z2. Edit. Thyf,

+ This rate allowed 3000 drachmas, or 12000

. fefterces to every private foot-foldier, (1) twice that
-fum to each of the cayalry and to a centurion,

and four times as mich to a tribane. (2) The Ro-

N (1) Dion. Cafe.
(2) Wotton’s Hiftory of Rome, p. 154
: . D3 man,
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fum in the moft profperous times, but then
abfolutely out of the power of the re-

man legion, after the avgmentation made by Ma-
‘Jius, (3) confifted of 6oc00 infantry, and 300 horfe.
s confiderable corps, however, had but fixty-fix
officers, that is fixty centarions and fix tribunes. So
that the account ftood thus.
v L. Sterling,
282,000 private men at 3000 drachma’s ]
" or 12,000 fefterces, or 1051, Ster- 3 28,905,000
ling each :

2,820 centurions and 14,100 horfe at 3
60-0 drachmas, or zio 1. Stetling & 3,468,600
~ each : .
282 tribunes at 12,000 drachmas, o 6
4101 ¢cach 115,620

" Sum-total L. 32,489,220

According to Dr, Arbuthnot’s calculaiions, it fhould
be only 30,705,230 l. the drachma being worth on-
ly 7d.3 Engnfh money. (4) Bur, from the refesrches
I have made, I find that the Attic drachma of later

years, was equal to a Roman denier both in weight
and valve, and wortt 83 ¥ ofour mo-- ()

)

(3) K fiu. 5n |.q pP- GO4-

(4) Arbuth. Tables, p. 15.

(5) Manufcript remaiks on the weights, &c. of
the ancients. Hooper, p, 108, and Eiflenfchmidt,
P 23 &c. . '

public
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public to difcharge. Sylla, therefore, em-
braced an expedient, rather dictated by
neceflity, and his own private intereft,
than the good of the commonwealth: he
diftributed the lands among the veterans,
and accordingly forty-feven legions were
immediately difperfed over Italy. Four-
and twenty military colonies were thus fet-
tled *: ruinous expedient ! It could not be
_otherwife 3 for if they were intermixed with
the natives of the foil, they changed their
habitations to find 'out their old acquaint-
ance; and if they fettled in a body, there
was an army ready difciplined for any fe-
ditious general who would lead them to
the field. Thefe warriours, however, foon
_ grew tired of.an inaQtive life, and thinking -
' it beneath them to earn by the fweat of
~ - their brows, what could only coft them a
® Livy, lib. Ixxix.—Epitein. Freintheim, -Suppl. '

lib, Ixxxix, c. 34
- D4 . . little
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little blood *, they foon diffipated their
new fubftance in debaucheries, and, feeing
no profpect of repairing their fortunes but
by a civil war, they readily and powerful-
ly entered into the defigns of Catiline .
Auguftus, embaraffed in like manner,
followcd the fame plan, and was juftly ap-
prrhenfive of the fame fatal cunfequen-
ces. Stiil {muked in Italy the athes of thofe
fires its cxpining libeity had kindled.

- ¢9 Des feux qu’a rallumé fa liberté mourante.

The hard); veterains had not acquired
poficflions but by a bivody war; and the

frequent alts of, violence they committed

* Tacitus, de Moribus Germanorum, p. 445

t Salloft. in Bell, Catitin. p. 40, Cicero in Ca-
tilin. Orat. ii.

1 Racin, Mithridate, at iii. fe. 1.

plainly
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plainly fhewed the§ ftill thought them-

felves at liberty to keep them, fword in
hand @.

XXI. Infuch circumftances, what could The de-
be more conformable to the mild admini- Vf;:g:;.
ftration of Auguftus, than to employ the
harmonious lays of his friend, to reconcile

{

thefe turbulent fpirits to their new fitua-
tion ?- To this end, therefore, hc.advifcd
him to compofe this work.,

Da facilem curfum atque aundacibus adhuc -
ceptis
Ignarofque vizz, mecum miferatus agreftes
Ingredere; ct votis jam nunc affuefce voe x
car . - :
® See Dopatus, life of Virgil: Virgil, Eclog. ix.
N3 &c, '

1+ Georg. lib. i. v. 40,
Above

......
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Above fifty writers on agriculture had
neverthelefs appeared among the Greeks *.
The 'tratis alfo of Cato and Varro were

more certain guxdcs, as well as more cir-
cumftantial and exaét in their precepts,
than could be fuppofed thofe of a Poet. :
But it was more neceffary to infpire the |
foldiers with 3 tafte for a country life than
to inftrut them in the rudiments of huf-
bandry. Calculated to this end were his
affeling dgfcriptiohs of the innocent ple;xv
fures of the peaceful ruftic; of his fports,
his domeftic cafc, his delighiful retreats; -
how different from the frivolous amufe-

" ments, or the ftill more frivolous buftle,
of the bufy world !

We may yet difcover, in the compofi--
dton of this beautful piece, fome of thofe

® Varro, de re ruflica, lib,i. ¢. 1.

- lively
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lively and unexpe&cd ftrokes, of thofe art-
ful and happy touches, which evince the
talents of Virgil for fatire; a fpecies of
writing which fuperior views and a natu-
ral goccincﬁ of heart prevented him from
cultivating *. Not one of thofe veterans
could fail of fecing himfelf in the picture
of the aged Corycian +3; who, inured to
arms in his youth, is happy at laft in the
enjoyment of a folitary retreat, transform-
ed, by his induftry, from a wildernefs in-
to a paradife of fweets ]. -

The poor Italian, weary of a life fo full
of anxieties, laments with the Poet the

® Hic petit excidiis urbem, miferofque penates,
- Ut gemma bibat, et Sarrano dormiat oftro. )
Virg. Georg. lib. ii.- v. 505,
-|- Georg. lib. iv. v. 125, &c.
1 One of thofe pirates on whom Pompey beftowed
lands, Servius et Vellius Patercul.  _

unhap-
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unbappincf's of the times, is concerned for
bis Prince, borne down by the violence
of the veterans,

Ut cum carceribus fefe effudere quadrige,

Addunt in fpatium, et fruftra retinacula ten~
dens ’ )

Fertur equis auriga, neque audit currus ha-
benas *.

and returns to his labour, animated with
the hopes of a fecond age of gold.

XXII. Taken in this light, Virgil is
no longer to be confidered as- a mere
writer, defcribing the bufinefs of a rural
life ; bt as another Orpheus, who ftrikes

‘the lyre only to difarm favages of their

ferocity, and unite them in the peaceful

* Georg. lib. i. v. 5z.
1 Sylveftres hemines facer interprefque deorum
C=dibus et victu fzdo deterruit Orpheus,
DiQus ob hoc lenire tigres rabidofque leones.
' Horat, Ars Poet. v. 391,

His

PR
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.~ His Georgics a&ually produced this ad-

lmrablc effet. . The veterans became in-
fenﬁbly reconciled to a quiet life, and paffed
without difturbance the thirty years that
flipt away before Augu&us had eftablifhed,
not without much difficulty, a military
fund to pay them in money *.

XXIIL Ariftotle, who introduced hght Criti:if.
amidft the obfcurity that clouded the works ::m ideaof
both of nature and art, was the father of
" criticifm. Time, whofe juftice, flow “yet
fure, diftinguithed at length truth from
errour, hath demolithed the ftatues of the
philofopher, but hath confirmed the deci-
fions of the critic. Deftitute of obferva-
tions, he hath advanced chimeras inftead

of fa&ts. Formed in the {chool of Plato,

¢ Tillemont, Hift, des Emper.;Tacit. Annal,
lib.i. p. 39.~Dionyf. lib. iv.p. §55.—Suctonius in

Apguft. ¢ 49.
) acd
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and by the writings of Homer, Sophocles,

Euripides and Thucidides, he hath drawn

his rules from the nature of things, and a
_knowlege of the human heart ; illuftrating

them by examples from the greateft models
- of antiquify. : ‘

- Ieis now two thoufand years fince the
days of Ariftotle. The critics have fince
improved their art; they are not, how-
ever, as yet agreed concerping the object
of their purfuit. Le Clerc, Coufiny Des-
Maifeaux, St. Martha *, have all defined
it differently. For my part, I think eve-
ry one of them too partial or too pofitive.
Criticifm is, in my opiniOn, the art of
forming a judgment of writings and writ-
ers; of what they have faid; of what they
have faid well, and what they have faid

® Clerici ars critica, lib.i. . 1.
| truly,
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.traly ®*. Under the firft head are compre-
" hended grammar, a knowledge of langua-
ges, and manuferipts ; a capacity of ditin-
guithing fuppofed from genuine perfor-
mances, and of reftoring the true reading
of corrupted paffages. Under the fecond,
is included the whole theory of elocution
and poefy. The third opens an immenfe
ficld, the enquiry into the circumftances
and truth of fa@s. Thus the whole ge-
neration of critics may be diftinguilhed
under three kinds, grammarians, rhetori-
cians and hiftorians. The exclufive pre-
tenfions of the firlt have not orly been
+ prejudicial to their own endeavours, but’

. to thofe of their whole fraternity..

¢ Hiftorically fo; the truth of their evidence, not
of their opinions; the latter is in the province of
logic rathes than of eriticifim.

~

XXIV.
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XXIV. All that relates to what men
are, or have been; all that creative genius
hath invented; that the underftanding )
hath confidered; together with all which
induftry hath colle&ted, are included in the
department of criticifm. A clear head, a
fine tafte, acute'penetration, are all necef- .
fary to form a good critic. Follow the
man of letters into his ftudy, you-will fee- .

him furrounded by the literary produc-

tions of all ages; his library is ftocked
with them; and his mind informed with-

~out being overburthened by their perufal.

He looks about him on all fides ; nor is
the author, whofe writings may have the

~moft diftant relation to the fubje&t of his

thoughts, forgotten : he may happen to
meet there with fome accidental and ftik-
ing paffage, to confirm the difcoveries of
the critic, or ftagger his hypothefes, And
2 here
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here ends the bufinefs of the fcholar. The
fuperficial reader. looks no farther, but ad-
mires the reading and memory of the com-
mentator ; who is not lefs the dupe of the

encomium, and miftakes the materials of
_building for the edifiee itfelf.

XXV. But the true critic is fenfible his The tatk

tafk is only begun. He deliberates, com-
pares, hefitates, and decides. Impartial as

exatt, he fubmits only to reafon, orto -

authority *, which is reafon with regard
to facts. . The moft refpectable names yield
fometimes to the teftimony of writers, who
owe. all their weight to momentary cir-
cumftances. The true critic, ready and
fertile in refources, but void of falfe refine-

" ment, fcruples not to facrifice the moft .

® Thatis to fay, authority combined with expe-
rience.

. E . brilliant,

T
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brilliant, the moft fpecious hypothefes to
truth, nor prefumcs to talk to his mafters
in the lanvuagc of mere conjetture. A
profcﬂ'cd advocate for the truth, he feeks '
“that kind of proof his fubje& admits of,
and is fatisfied. He employs not the def- .
perate fcythe of analyfis, in gathering thofe:
_ delicate flowers that fhrink and fade at the
leaft ungentle touch. At the fame time,
as little content with infipid admiration,
he fearches into the moft fecret emotions
~of the human heart, to difcover the caufes
of his pleafure or difguft. ..Diffident and
fenfible, he deals not out conje@ures as
truths, reafonings for fa&s, or probabili-
- ties for demonftrations,’ :

Criticitm XX V1. Geometry has been called a good'
good lo- foecies of 1 h
Y P of logic, which has been thought

alfo a great encomium on that fcience =
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as it is certainly more noble to difplay and
improve: the faculties of the human mind
than to trace the limits of the material
univerfe, But has rot criticifm alfo the
fame pretenfions to logic ? It his more:
Geometry is employed only in demonftra-
tions peculiar to itfelf: criticifm delibe-
rates between the different d.t:grccé of pro-
bability: It is by comparing thefe we dajly
regulate our actions, and often determine
our future deftiny ®. Let us examine here
fome critical probabilities,

XXVIIL. The prefent age, which ima- Contro-

. . . . verfy on
gines itfelf deftined to introduce change the Ro-
. L . .q . man Hif
into every thing, has adopted an hiftori- w,;.'. '

cal feepticifm, as dangerous as it may be
ufeful. M. de Pouilly, a fprightly and

AY

" Itis the elements of geometry and criticifm that
are here principally intended.

- E2 fuperﬁcfal .
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fuperficial genius, who generally quoted
more than he read, was dubious concern-

ing the ‘certainty of the five firlt ages of

Rome *; but, little adapted for fuch kind
"of refearches, he readily gave up the point
to the erudition and criticifms of M. Fre-
ret and the Abbé Sallier +. M. de Beau-

fort revived this controverfy ; and the Ro-

man hiftory has fuffered not a little from

the attacks of a writer, who not only knew
to doubt, but to determine.

® A clear and pretife definition of the certainty in

difpute might have abridged the controverfy. It '

was an hiftorical certainty.” This certainty, how-
ever, varies in different ages. Thus, I believe in
general in the exiftence and exploits of Charlemaine ;
but my affurance thereof is not equal to that I have
of the attions of Henry the Fourth, -

4+ Mem. dé I’Acad: des Belles-Lettres, tom, vie
P 14 190, . -

XXVIL,
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- XXVIIL A treaty, concluded between of 4 trea.
the Romans and Carthaginians, became, :{.et:' ‘
" in the hands of this author? a moft power- !é:t"t‘;;d
ful objettion *. ~ This treaty is found in .
Polybius, an hiftorian accurate as fen-

fible t. The original was in his time at

Rome.  And yet this authentic monument
contradi@ted all the hiftorians. It ap-

peared by this, that L. Brutus and M.

" Horatius were confuls at the fame time ;

altho’ Horatius was not invefted with the
confulthip till after the death of Brutus.
Again, a people are therein called Roman
fubje&s, who were at that time only allies,

-and we hear of the marine of a nation

that began to conftruct thips only in' the

time of the firft Punic war; two hundred

- and fifty years after the confulthip of Bru-

; : ,

hd Piﬁ'ertation far Dincetitude de Phift, Rom. P-
" 33—46.
+ Polyb. Hift, lib. iii. c. 2z,

E 3 : . tus,
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- tus. What mortifying conclufions might

This trea-
ty cleared

up.

not be drawn from thefe contradictions!
How greatly to the difadvantage of the

hiftorians !

XXIX. This obje&tion of Mr. de Beau-
fort greatly embarraffed his adverfaries,
They fufpected the authenticity of the pre-

tended original. They even altered - its

date. = Let us fee, if by a probable expla-
nation, we cannot reconcile this -monu-
ment with the hiftorians. To do this we
fhali be_in by fepariting the date from the
body of the treaty. The former a_recs
with the rime of Brutus: the latter re-
fembles the manuncr «f Polybius, or that
of his Roman antiquarics. ~ But the names
of their confuls were never in‘erted in their
folemn treatics, in the federa conficrated
by all the ceremonies of their x;cligion.

The
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The minifters of that religion, the feciales,
only figned them: and in this confifted
the diftin&tion between the federa and the
fponfiones.  The account of this circum-
ftance, for which we are indebted to Livy ®,
obviates the difficulty. The antiquaries
miftook the feciales for the confuls; and,
without thinking of the miftake, as no-
thing obliged them to be precife in their
explanation of their public menuments,
they diftinguithed the year, of the expul-
fion of their kings, by the celebrated names
of the author of their liberty, and the
founder of the capitol. It little con-
cerned them, whether they were confuls
at the fame time, or not.

* Spoponderant confules, legati, qu&zﬁores, tri-
buni militum, nominaque eorum qui fpoponderunt
adhuc exftant, obi fi ex feedere a&ta res eflet pre-
terquam duorum fecialium nomine extarent.

Tit. Liv. lib, ix. ¢. §.
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Of the
Roman
fubjects.

{ 56 )

XXX. The people ‘of Ardea, Antium
and Terracinia, were not then fubjé&s of
Rome; at leaft, if they were, hiftorians
have given us very falfe ideas of the extent
of that republic. Let us imagine our-
felves exifting in the time of Brutus; and
we fhall deduce, from the politics of
the Romans, a definition of the term Ally,
very - different from what we fhould lay
down ac prefent. Rome, altho’ the laft
colony of the Latins, begun very early to
form the proje& of fubjetting the whole
nation to its laws. Its difcipline and po-
lice, its heroes, its victorics, foon mani-
fcfted its inconteftible fupcricrity. The
Roemans, not less politic: than bold, made
ufe of this fuperiority wih a dicrerion
worthy of their good fortun:. They
knew well that citics badly fubje@ed wo-id
flop the progrefs of their arms, would

2 wafte
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~ watte the tréafurcs, and corrupt the man-
ners of the republic. Under the more
fpéc_ious‘ name, therefore, of allies, they
reconciled the vanquifhed to the yoke of
fubmiffion; while the latter confented with
pleafure to acknowlege Rome as the ca-
‘pital of the Latin nation, and to furnifh it
with a quota of troops in its wars. The
republic, in return, afforded them 6n1y
‘bare prote&tion, the mark of that fove-
reignty which coft its wvaflals fo dear.
"Thefe people were indeed denorninated al-
lies to Rome; but they foon found them-
felves no better than her flaves, -

XXXI. This explication, it may be
_ faid, diminifhes the difficulty, but does
not remove it. Twnxou, the word Poly-
bius in this pléce makes ufe of, takem in
its properfenfe, fignifies a {ubject. I will

not’

-
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- not difpute it. But it muft be obferved,
we have only a tranflation of this treaty;
and though we fhould conditionally admit
the copielts to be depended on, as to the
main fubftance and tenour of it, their ex-
preffions ought not to be ftrittly taken
according to the letter. The affociation
of our ideas is fo extremely arbitrary.,
their various fhades fo indiftin&, and lan-
guages fo different and changeable, that
the moft able tranflator may long look
for equivalent expreffions, and find at laft’
rone but what are barely fimilar. The
language of this treaty was antique. Po-
Jybius trufted to the Roman antiquaries ;
whofe vanity was apt to magnify their
fubje@. * Frderati, faid they, does not di-
re@ly fignify allies, as of people upon an
equal footing, -let us render it therefore by .
the. word fubjcéls.

XXXIIL.
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XXXII. Again, the Roman marine is Their ma-

an obje@ of no little embarrafiment to the
critics. Polybius himfelf however affures
us, that the fleet of Duillius * was their firft
effay of this kind. Polybius therefore muft
be in one cafe or the other miftaken, fince
he contradi@s himfelf ; which is all the
conclufion I fhall draw from the matter.
But even admitting the truth of his rela-
tion, the Roman hiftory does not ther:fore
fall to the ground. The following hy-
pothefis affords a probable folution of this
paradox; and that is as, much as can be
reafonably expected of an hypothefis. Tar-
quin opp effed both his fubjeéts and the
army. He feized, and appropriated to
himfelf, their plunder ; which gave them
a difguft to mili-ary expeditions. They
fitted out, therefore, fmall floops, and
® Polybius, lib. i. c. 20,
went

rine.

4
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went to cruize at fea. Theinfant repub-
lic prote&éd them, but, by this treaty,
Lid a reftraint on their depredations.
‘The continual wars, in which it was af-
terwards engaged, and wherein the land
forces were well paid, made this marine ne-
gle&ed 5 and, in an age or two, it was even
forgotten thatit had ever exifted *. Po-
Iybius may have only fpoken in too indif-
tinét and general terms,

XXXIIL It may be further remarked,
that this firft marine of the Romans could
be compofed only of veflels of no more
than fifty oars.  Galen and Hiero conftruc-
ted much larger fhipst. The Greeks and

¢ I fhall fay nothing of the fleet that appeared be-
fore Tarentum; as I imagine thofe veffels belongeg

o the inhabitants of Thoricum.
See Frenfheim Supplem, Livian, lib. xii, c. 8.

t Arbuthnot’s Tables, p. 225. Hifloire du com-
sexce des anciens, par Huet, c. 221,
’ Car-
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Carthaginians followed the example; and,
in the firft Punic war, the Romans ftted
out veflcls of three or four tier. of oars, a
circumftance that aftonithes the antiquaries  *
and mechanics to this day. So different
an armament was fufficient to make them
forget their former rude effays *.

XXXIV. I have with pleafure under- p.g.a;
taken the defence of an ufeful and inter- ‘:“.‘;P‘;‘::"’
. efting hiftory. My principal view, how-

eirc‘r, is to fhew by thefe reflettions, the
‘nic‘ety of critical difcuffions, in which,
- the bufinefs is not to produce demonftra-

tion, but to make a comparifon between
oppofite probabilities ; as alfo to thew how o
little confidence ought to be placed in the :

* The celebrated Mr. Freret has offered a differ-
ent hypothefis, agreeable enough for its fimplicity 3
but it appears to me, not quitc fo reafonable. See
Memoires de ’Acad. des Belles Lettres, tom. xviii.
p. 102, &c..

: moft
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moft fpecious and dazaling fyftems, fince
there are fo few that can bear a free and
attentive examination,

XXXV. A further confideration in-
volves criticifm in a new difficulty. ~ There
are fome fiiences which are purely theo=
retical : their principles confifting only of
fpeculative truths, and not of practical
maxims. It is more ealy barely to com~
prehend a propofition, than to render it
familiar to one’s thoughts; to apply it with
propriety, to make ufe of it as a guide to
our ftudies, or as a light to fhew us the

way to new difcoveries,

The art of criticifm is not to be ac<
quired by rote or prattice. Its elements
are juft, but of themfelves dry and fruit-

~lefs. The writer who knows thefe only

is
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is equally miitaken, whether he deter-
mines to follow, or ventures to forfake
them. A great genius, fertile of inven-
tion, mafter of critical rules, and at the
fame time, of the reafons on gvhich» tho’e
rules are founded, will often abpcar to
hold them very cheap. New and enter-
prifing in his attempts, ke will feem to
have thrown off their reftraint: but fol-
low him to the end, and you will always
" find him an admirer, tho’ not an implicit
one, of thofe rules; and that he always
makes them the bafis of his inveftigations
and difcoveries. Would the fciences were
all legum non bominum refpublica, fuch
would be the wilh of a learned and wife
pation. The accomplithment of that with
would alfo conftitute its felicity : but it is
too well known that the happinefs of a

people, and the glory of thofe who inftrud,

or
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or govern thém, are different, and fome-
times contrary, objeéts. Our literary cham-
pions apply themfelves only to ftudies re-

_fembling the fpear of Achdles, adapted to
the arm and frength of heroes. Shall we

‘try a little how we can manage it P

XXXVI. A legiflator in criticifm has
pronounced, that the Poet fhould ever re-
prefent his herocs fuch as we ﬁnd them
in hnﬁ:ory :

~ Aut famam fequere aut fibi convenientia finge

Scriptor ; Homerum * fi forte reponis Achils

len. o
Impiger, iracundus, inexorabilis, acer,
Jura neget fibi nata, nihil non arrogat ar-
mis {" &c. -

Shall we then reduce the Poet to the

ficuation of a frigid annalift ? Shall we de-

® Sce Bentley and Sanadon, on ver[ ;
race’s Art of Poetry, ’ rle 120, of Ho-

'+ Hor. Ars Poct. v. 119, & feq.
2 : -~ prive
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prive him of * that grand refource, inven-
tion, ‘of the power of contralting his
charaéters; and of placing them in thofe
critical and unexpected fituations, in wh'ch
-we admire the hero, or tremble for the
man ? Or thall we not rather, attached to
beauties more than rules, be more ready
to pardon a writer’s anachronifms than his
dullnefs ?

XXXVIIL To charm, to move, to ele-
vate the foul, are the great objeéts of Poe-
try. Its particuldr laws, therefore, fhould
never make us forget they were framed to
aid, and not embarrafs, the efforis of ge-
nius. We have feen Philofophy fo envi- -
roned with demonftrations, as hardly to
admit the moft obvious of received opini-
ons: thefe, however, are the peculiar pro-
vince_of Poetry. We are pleafed at tak-

F ; ing
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ing a review of the heroes and events of an-
tiquity : when they are traveftied in the
reprefentation, we ate ftruck with Turprize;
but it is a furprize that revolts againtt the

innovation. If a writer has a mind to

tifque any thing new, he fhould refied
whether the beauties of the alteration, o
novelty, be friking or trivial ; whether
they will compenfate for that violation of
the rules, which they only can juftify.

The anachronifins of Ovid greatly dif-
pleafeus *; as troth is violated without

- embellithment, How different is-thatof -

* In matters of geography and chrorology no de-
" pendance is to be made on Ovid; that Poet being

grofsly ignorant in both thefe fciences. Read the
+ defcription of the voyages of Medea; Metamorph.

Lib. vii. v. 35010 402, and the xivth -book of the fame -

‘Metamdrph. ‘The one paffage aboands with geo-
graphical errours, that offend even the commenta-

<ors; and the other is full of chrondlogical blunders.
Virgil,
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Vjrgil, refpelting Mezentius, who dies by
the hand of Afcanius ®. But what reader
can be fo cold and infenfible, .as to attend
a moment to this circumftance, when he
fees Mneas, the minifter ‘of divine wen-
geance, . become the protector of opprefled
nations, dart the thunder of his rage on
4be head of the guilty tyrant, but mele

with pity over the unfortunate vi&im of

his refentment, the youthful and pious
Laufus, worthy another father and a bet-

‘ter fate? Had the Poet been confined to

hiftorical truth, how many beauties had
he not loft ! Encouraged by this fuccefs,
however, he wanders from it when he
fhould have purfued it. fEneas arrives
at the long-withed-for thores of ftaly ;
-the Latins run together to defend their

® Serv. ad Virg. Zneid. lib, iv. v. 620.—Dion.

Halicarnafs. Antiq. Rom. Kb, i. )
' Fa2 : habi-
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!habntatxons, and every thmg denounces a
 dreadful and bloody combat. ‘

Déja de traits en lair ‘s'élevoit un muage; -
Déja couloit le fang,’ premlces du carnage *.

‘At.hearing the name of Hineas, however,
his enemies threw down their arms. They
were afraid to encounter a warriour, whofe
glory took its rife from the athes of his
‘country. They ran, with open arms; to
embrace a Prince, whofe coming the oracles
had foretold ;. whe brought with him from
Afia, his gods, a race of herocs, and a
;promife of: univerfal empnre. Latinus of-
fered him an afylum, and his daughter-f-
What a fub_;eﬂ this for the- drama !
.How worthy the mg)eﬁy of the Epopela
and the -pen of Vnrgnl I "Let any one, who

Racin: Iphxg. a8 v, fc. dernier, -
¢ Livy, lib. i. c. 1.
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will venture, compare this with the em-
bafly of Ilioneus, the defcription of the
palace of Latinus, and the difcourfe of .
that Monarch *,

‘ XXXVIIL. -The Poet, I fay again, Explana-
may fafely venture to depart-from truth, :;E:&:d
provided the reader finds in his fiction, o0
the fame pleafure which truth and confift-

ency ‘would give him, Not that it is per-

mitted to fubvert the annals of an age for

the fake of introducing an antithefis. Nor

‘will this rule, I am perfuaded, be thought

fevere upon the rights of invention, if we

~_refle&t thac all mankind are poffefled of
. fome degree of fenfibility 5 but that know-

'lcge is the portion only of a few. It is
to be obferved alfo, that beauty of fenti-

, ment operates more powerfully on the foul,

~ * Virg. Zneid, Lb. viii. v. 148, . .
Fg than
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than that of truth on the underflariding.
The writer, however, fhould always re-
inember, that there are fome liberties which
muft not be taken. Not even the fublime
imagination of a- Milton, joined to the
harmonious verfification of a Voltaire,
could ever reconcile the reader to a cow-
ardly Cefar, a virtuous Cataline, or Hen~
ry the IVth fubduing the Romans. In
forming a juft affociation of ideas, the
chara&ess of great men fhould doubtlefs
be held facred; but Poets, in writing their
hiftory, may be indulged in giving it us,
rather as it ought to have been, than as it
altually was. Pure invention is lefs dif-
gufting than efiéntial alterations, .becaufe
the latter feems to infer errour, and the
former only fimple ignorance. It is, be-

fides, much eafier to reconcile timeés than o

places.

Great
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Great indulgence ought certainly to be
given to the ancients, whofe chronology-
depended, in a great meafure, on the

" Poets, who modelled it almoft as they

pleafed. Whoever condemns the epifode
of Dido, muft have more philofophy or

lefs tafte than I have *.
XXXIX,

* It may, neverthelefs, be doubted, whether this
epifode is fo irreconcileable to chronological truth
as hay been imagined. According to the plaufible
fyftem of Sir Ifaac Newton, Zneas and Dido were
cotemporaries (1). The Romans certainly ought to -
know the Hiftory of Carthage better than the Greeks.
The archives 8f Carthage wese:-removed to Rome (z).
The Ponic language was well enough underftood
there (3). The Romans readily confulted thie Afri-

cans concerning their origin (4). Befides, Virgjl

F 4 : adopps

(1) See Newton’s Chronology of ancient kingdoms
reformed, p. 32. (z) Univerfal Hiftory, vol. xviii.
.p- 111, 112, (3) Plaut. Penpl. 2@ v. c. 1. (¢) Sal-
lugt. in Bell. Jugurth. c. 17. Ammian, Marcell,
lib. xxii. Mem, de I'Asad. dﬂ Belles Lettres, tom
iv..p. 464,
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XXXIX. The farther we advance in
the fciences, the more. we are  convinced

~

- of

alopts a chronology more agreeable to the compu-
tations of a Newton than to thofe of Eratofthenes,
which is of stfelf a fufficient difculpation. My read-

_ ers wii not be difpleafed, perhaps, to fee the proofs
of what is here advanced. Seven years hardly pa-
cified the anzer of Juno, and finithed the wanderings
of /neas. At leaft fo Didoinforms me.

Nam te jam feptima portat
Omnibus errantem terris et fluctibus =tas (5).

He arrived, fome months afier, in the Tiber; where
the Deity of the fiream appeared to him, foretold
his future battles, and gave him hopes of a glorious
end to his misfortunes. A prodigy confirmed the
truth of the oracle. A fow, that had juft littered, ap-
peared on the banks of the river, with her thirty
pigs ; expreflive of ‘the namber of years before the
young Afcanius would lay the foundation of Alba ;

Jamque tibi, ne vana putes hzc fingere fomnum,
Littoreis ingens inventa fub ilicibus fus,

o o - : Triginta

) (s) Virg. Zneid. Lb. i. v. 755,



C 73 )

of their intimate conne@ion. Their prof-
peét refembles that of a thick and exten-
o five

Triginta capitum fostus enixa, jacebit ;

" Alba, folo recubans, albi circum ubera nati.
Hic locus urbis erit, requies ea certa laboram :
Ex'qud ter denis urbem redeuntibus annis
Afcanius clari condet cognominis Albam (6).-

This city continued three hundred years the feat of
empire, and the narfery of the Romans.

Hic jam ter centos totos regnabitur annos
Gente fub Hetorea (7).

“Thefe are the expreflions Virgil has put in the .
mouth of Jupiter. But our chronologifts give them-
felves no concern to make the Thunderer keep his
word. They reprefent the city of Alba as deftroyed
by Tullus Hoftilins almoft 500 years after its foun-

" dation, and about 100 years after that of Rome (8).
The fyftem of Sir Ifaac Newton, however, makes’
all eafy. The deftruftion of Troy, placed in the

year

(6) Virg. Zneid. lib, viii. v. 42. (7) Idemlib. i,
v. 272, (8) See les Tables Chronolog. d’Helvicus.
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\.ﬁve foreft. At firft view, the ttees; of

which it is compofed, appear feparate and
. diftin¢t 5

year go4, and followed by an intcaval of 337 years,
brings ws dewn to 567, 60 yean after the Palilia,
"an epoch that agrees much better with the reign of
the third fucceffor of Romulus (9), Thare is an an-
cient tradition, preferved by Plutarch (1a), which
exadtly coincides. The books of Numa were found
ann. ante Chr. 181. four hundred years after the
death of that King, and the commencement of the
 reign of Hoftilius. Numa died then 581 years be-
fore the Chriftian =ra. How artful was it in the
Poet to lay hold of the time Eneas arrives at Car-
thage, to réply to his critics, in the only manner the
rapidity of his courfe, and the greatnefs of his fub-
je& would permit him! He makes it appear, that,
according to his theory, this renconnter of Dido and
" JEness is not a poetic licence. Virgil is not the .
osly one who hath called in queftian the vulgar chro-
nology of the Latin Kings. I imagine I can trace -
the {ame 1dea.s in his contemporary Pompeiun Fhat.
hifto-

{9} Newton’s Chronology, p. 52, &c. ( xo) See
- Plutarch, in Numa. -




-

‘ € 75 )

diftin& ; but pierce the furface of the fofl,
and their roots are all intermixed and con-

nected. |
There

hifterias, the rival of Livy and ‘Salluft {11), attributes
the fame period of duration, 300 years, ¢o the king-
dom of Alba. Had not his vniverfal hiftory been loft,
we fhould probably bave there found particular and
circumftantial proofs of this opinion. As it is, we
maft be fatisfied with the fimple expofition of his
abbreviator. “ Albam longam condidit quz trécen-
“ tis annis caput regni fuit (1z).” Livy himfelf,
that father of Roman hiftory, who fometimes thews -
fo great an attachment to the vulgar chronology,
but gesgrally runs over the difficult paffages in a
manner that betrays his credulity and ignorance,
- feems to diftruft his guides in thofe early ages (13).
Nothing was mote natural than for him to take notice
how long thofe Kings reigned, whomhe mentions (14).
Yet is he entirely filent on this head. Nothing was
more neceffary than to afcertain, at leaft, the inter-

val

¢

(11) Flav. Vopifc. in proem. Aurelian. (12) Jof
tin. lib. xliii. c. 1. (13). Tit. Liv. lib. i, c. 18. and.
‘ elewhere. (i4) Livy, lib.i, c. g.
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There is no ftudy, even the moft con-
temptible, and leaft cu'tivatéd, -that doth

' pot fometimes fall upon fads, frike:out

l:ghts, or raife objections clofely connetted
with the moft fublime ‘and diftant branches
of fcience. It is pleafing to dwell-on this
confideration. Different people. and prd-

\

‘ val between Zneas and Romulus; which he h.as not-

‘withftanding ne_leted. Noris th's all. * ** The de-

* ¢ fruttion of Alba, he fays, happened 400 years af-

¢ ter it was founded (15).” “In retrenching an 100

'yeats for the reigns of Romulus and of Nama; and
‘for the half of that of Hoflilius, there remain joft

300, inflead of 400, as is given by the chronology of
Eratofthenes. Livy therefore nearly agrees with Vir-

“gil, the lictle difference between them {erving rather

to confirm than diffolve their agreement.—I forefee

an objetion, but as it is one of the moft trivial, to
-reply to it wouald be oaly to form monfters for the

fake of fubduing them: I thall therefore finith this

. digrefiion, alrcady too loag.

(15} Wem. lib. i. c. 29,
: feflions

,
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feflions .ought to be niade acquainted with
their reciprocal wants. Difplay to an Eng-
lihman the advantages of a Frenchman ;
reprefent to a naturalift the benefits of lite-
rature, by thefe means philofophy extends
itfelf, humanity is a gainer ; men hereto-
fore rivals become brothers.

XL. In all the fciences we depend on 3;';; con-
,rcafomngs and fafts. Without the latter, between
‘the objeds of our ﬁudy would be chime- a:;r;)c:c-
rical ; and, without the former, our moft ™!%re
{cientific acqmrcments would be implicic.
and irrational. ~ Thus it is, the Belles-
Lettres are mifcellaneous: and thus every
-branch of natural philofophy, the ftudy
of which, under an apparent meannefs,
often hides its real importance, is equal-
ly fo. If .Phyfics hath its buffoons, it
hath alfo (to fpeak the language of the
times) its erudits, its pedants, The know-

lege
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iége of antiquity prefents both to the one
and the other, a plentiful harveft of fats,
proper to difpldy -the fecrets of nature, or
at leaft to prevent thofe, who make them
th,eir‘ﬁudy,' from embracing 2 cloyd in-
ftead of a Goddefs. What informatiou
may not a phyfician draw from the de-
fcription of the plague that depopulated
Athens ? I can admire with him the ma.
jefty and force of Thucydides ®, the art
and energy of . Lucretius ; but he goes -
farther, and learns from the miferies of -
the Athenians to alleviate thofe of his
countrymen. -

I know the ancients épplied themfelves
but little to the ftudy of nature; thae

* Thucydides, fib. i.
+ Locsetios, de Re Natur. lib, vii. v. 1136, &c-
-~ o - <L dc&if
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deititote of inftrumedts, and fingle in their
cxperiments, they were sble © colle® on-
Clya fmall number of ebfervations, mined
with uncertsinty, diminifhed by the inju
Yies of trme, and foattered up-andém
at random, "thro’ » mumber of volumes * :
“But fthould ‘their fearcity induce us to ne-
glc&.*thcm? The a&tivity of the human
mind is ufudly increafed by difficukics ;
and frange would #t be if reélaxation and
negligence fhould be tﬁe‘oﬁ'spring of ne-
ceffity. |
XLI. The moft zealous advocates for The ad-

vantag
‘the:moderns, 1 think, don’t deny the fu- of the an-

cients.
# M. Freret thinks the philofophical obfervations
of the ancients more exaét than is commonly ime- ,
gined. Thofe, who are ‘acquainted with this au--
thor’s arguments-and talents, will know the weight of ‘
his authority.-See Mem. de ’Acad. de: BeHes-Lettres,
tom. kvii. p. 97.

, 2 . periog
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perior advantages which the ‘ancients in
fome refpeéts poffefled. I fhudder at the
recollection of the bloody fpettacles of the
Romans; thofe favage combats of wild
beafts, which Cicero fo much defpifed and
detefted *.  Solitude and filénce were by
him preferred to thefe mafter-pieces of
magnificence, horrour, and wretchednefs
of tafte 1. In fa&, to take delight in
blood-thed is only worthy an herd of fa-
vages.

® Cicero envies the happinefs of his friend Marias,

" who fpent his time in the country during the magni-

ficent diverfions of Pompey. He fpeaks with foffi-
cient contempt of the other reprefentations ; but par-
ticularly of the combats of wild beafts. ¢ Reliquiz
font venationes, (fays he) binz per dies quinque ; mag-
nifice, nemo negat, fed quz poteft homini effe polito

- dele@atio, cuin aut homo imbecillus 3 valentifima

beftia laniatur aut prazclara beftia venabulo tranf-
verberatar.” ’

+ Cicero ad Familias, Lb. vii. epift. 1.

The
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-The conftruion of palaces, in. which
to exhibit the combats of wild beafts,
could be thought of only among a pcopk;,
who preferred the decorations and machine- -
ry of a theatre, to the fineft verfes and
" the moft exquifite beauties of the dra-
ma¥*. But.fuch were the Romans: their
virtues, their- vices, and even their moft
ridiculous amufements were conne&ed with
their ruling paflion, the love of their coun-
try.

_ . Thofe fpetacles, neverthelefs, fo thock=
ing in the eye of the Philofopher, fo fri-
volous in that of a man of tafte, ought to
be valued by the naturalift. Let us ima-

gine the whole world ranfacked to furnith
fubjects for thefe diverfions ; the treafures
of the: Rich, the influence of the Great,

® Horat, lib. ii. epift. 1. v, 187.
G all
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" all employed to find out creatures remarks
able for thc\ir figure, ftrength, or rarity g
~ to bring them into the amphitheatre at
Rome, and there ta make a difplay of the
~whole animal . This muft certainly be
an admirable fchool, particularly for the
ftudy of that nobleft branch of natural
-hiftory, which applies itfelf rather to the
nature and properties of animals, than to
the minute defcription of their bones and
-mufcles. 'We muft not forget that Pliny
frequented this fchool, nor that ignorance
hath two daughters, incredulity and im-
plicit faith, Let us be equally cautious to

defend ourfelves againft the one and the
other.

‘I‘hecoun~ XLIIL If we leave this theatre to enteron
whlcb the @ more ‘extenfive one, and enqmre what

* Sec Efiais de Mont, vol, iif. p. 140.

coun=
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Countries wete open ¢o the refcarches of phyﬁcmns

died
the ancient naturalifts, we ‘fhall find they n:u;:e

had in this refpe& no reafon to complain.

Navigation, indeed, hath fince difco=
vered to us another hemifphere; but the
difcoveries of the framan, and the voyages

. of the merchant, do not always improve the *
world fo much as they enrich it. The li-
mits of the known world are more con<

. fined than the material one, while thofe of

the enlightened world are ftill more nar- °

row and contraGed. From the times

of its Plinys and Prolemys, Europe.
“has been, as at this. day, the feat of the
~ {ciences: but Greece, Afia, Syria, Egypt,

Africa, countries. fruitful in the wonders
of nature, then abounded with Phnlofophexs
worthy to regard them. All that vat bo=
dy of men were umited by peace, by the

laws, and by a common language. The

-
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African and the Briton, the Spaniard and
the Arabian, met together at the capital,
and mutually inftruéted each other. Thir-
ty perfons of the firft rank in Rome, often
men of {cierice themfelves, but always ac<
companied by fuch as were *, fet out eve-
ry year from that metropolis, to govern
the feveral provinces; and, if they had
any curiofity at_all, authority was always

_ at hand, to facilitate the operations of fci-

ence.

ofthein. XLIT. It was, doubtlefs, from his fa<

undation
cf Great
Britain

by the fea,

ther-in-law Agricola, that Tacitus learnt
that the fea, overflowing the ifland of Bri-

tain, had rendered it a countr

" of bogs
and marfhes ., ’ b

Herodian confirms the
fact . And yer at prefent, the land of
. Str?Bo, Iib. J;_Vii.
+ Tacit. in Vit. A
" ¥ Herod. Hift. lib

\P- 816. Edit. Cafayb.
gricol. c. 10,

. 1ii, ¢, 47,
this



( 85)
this ifland, except in fome few places, is
fufficiently high and dry ®*. May not we
Place this circumftance among thofe, which
ferve to-confirm the fyftem- of the diminu-
tion of fluids? Or is it in the power of art
to deliver the land from its fubjeion to
the fea ? The fituation of the morafs of

Pomptina 1 and fome others, gives us but
indifferent’

"® Thefe are the words of Herodian. ¢ Ta ydg
whira g Berrawin ywpas imwndlopna Tai 78 wrsaid
ounyws dumaTiow iNdn yinras”

Tacitus expreffes himfelf in a manner gill ftronger.
¢ Unum addiderim (fays he) nufquam latius dominari
¢ mare ; multum fluminum huc atque illuc ferri,
¢ nec littore tenus accrefcere aut reforberi, fed in-
« fluere penitus-atque ambire; etiam jugis atque
« montibus influere velut in fuo.”

- -4 Céthegus, the conful, drained this morafs. A.”-
. U.C. 59z. Inthe time of -‘]ulius Cafar, however,
3t was again overflowed. - This diQtator had a defign
- G300

BN
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indifferent ideas of that of the aricients in-

this particular. Be this as it will, content
with having furnifhed the materials, I leave
the ufe of them to <he naturalifts. Itis
not from the ancients that we learn to fkim:
the fuperficies of things, to examine no<
thing to the bottom, and to fpeak with
moft confidence on thofe fubjets we une
derftand the leaft. '

XLIV. ¢ Next to the talent of difcern3
¢ ment, the rareft thing in the world,

of fetting people to work atit. Itappears Auguftus.

did fo. ButI doubt if his endeavours fucceeded any
better than the former. At leaft Pliny calls it fill
amorafs. Horace had indeed ih a’ manner foretold
it. ' E '

8¢ Debemur morti nos noftraque
. “ Sterilis ut palus dudum aptaque remis
« Vicinas urbes alit et grave fenfit aratrum.”

Frentheim foppl. lib. xlvi. ¢. 44. Sueton. libx i,
- $ 44, Plin, hif% nat, lib. i, ¢. 5.

N

o RN ST —

(fays |

.
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(fays the judicious-'Bruyere)' ¢ we may
$¢ prize pearls and diamonds.” I will
not fcruple to place the talent for philofo-

phizing above that of difcernment. There Preten-

is nothing in the world more talked o
lefs known, or more rare. ‘There is notlent.
a writer of them all who does not afpire
toit, or would not readily give up his pre-
* tenfions to fcience to make good his claim |
to this. Prefs him ever fo little, and he
will admit that a nice Judgment muft
embirrafs the operations of genius: but
he will, notwithftanding, .conftantly affure
you, that the philofophical fpirit, which
breathes throughout his writings, is cha-
raderiftical of the prefent age. The phi-
lofophical turn and talents of a few great
men, have, according to him, formed the
genius of the age. This influence has ex-
tended itfelf over all the different ranks

| Gg - - in

f«ﬁons to
? this ta~
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In the ftate, and has trained up fcholars
worthy of fuch eminent mafters.

. v
XLV. If we take a furvey, however,

of the works of our Philofophers, their di-
verfity will leave us in great doubt congern<

. ing the nature of this talent; and this may

not unreafonably lead us to doubt alfo,
whether it has fallen to their lot. With
fome it confifts in a humour for ftriking
out into fome new path, and for explod-

.ing every eftablithed opinion, whether that

of a Socrates, or a Spanifh inquifitor, for
no other reafon than becaufe it is eftablifh-
ed. With others again, it is the fame

.

thing as a talent for Geometry, that haugh-

. ty and imperious fcience, which, not con-
y p

tent with abfolute fovereignty itfelf, hath
profcribed its fifter fciences, and pronoun-
ces all reafoning unworthy that name,
whofe object is not confined to lines and

' figures,
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Bgures. Let us do juftice, however, t6
 that enterprizing fpirit, whofe errours have
fometimes led the way to truth, and whofe
very extravagancies, like the rebellion of
a people, have infpired a falutary ingligt;a-
tion againft arbitrary power. Let us ac-
‘knowlege every thing we owe to the ma-

_thematics : but let us at prefent attend to -

the genius of philofophy, an object more
“judicious than the former, and lefs confined
than the latter.

XLVI. Thofe who are intimately ac- Whatit

" quainted with the writings-of Cicero, Tg-'

citus, Bacon, Leibnitz, Bayle, Fontenelle,
and Montefquieu, will be able to form a
more jult and adequate idea of this talent
than what I fhall attempt to defcribe.

A philofophical genius confifts in the
capacity of recurring to the moft fimple
ideas;

S.

L d

P |

Beimis e,
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$deas; in difcovering and combining thé
" firft principles of things. The poficfior of
this diftinguithing faculty has a view as
piercing as extenfive. Situated on an emis
" mence, he takes in a wide extenfive field,
of which he forms a precife and exact idea;
while a genius of an inferiour caft, tho
what he fees he diftinguithes with equal
precifion, is more contracted in his views,
and difcovers only a part of the whole,
A philofopher may be a mathematician, 8
mufician, an antiquary; but in every thing
- he is ftill the philofopher ; and, in confe-
«quence of his abilities, to comprehchd the
firft principles of his art, he rifes fuperis
our to every other artit. Placed among
that fmall number of geniufes, formed for
fo arduous a tafk, he labours to compleat,
that elementary fcience, to which, if once
brought to perfetion, every other muft
fubmit. Taken in this fenfe, a philofo-

' ' ‘phical
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phical genids is very uncommon. Ther¥
are many men capable of forming particu-
lar ideas’ with precifion 5 but there are few
who can comprehend, in one abftrat idea,
@ fimerous affociation of others, lef ges
neral,

XLVH. 'lel it be afked, What ﬁudy 'I’he:m-
can form fuch a genlus ? T know of none. m, ,f..,
Tt is the gift of heaven, which the greater Tom fe-
part of mankind are ignorant of, or'de-
fpife; itis the with of the wife ; fome have
received, but not one has acquired, it: I
conceive, hdwever, that the Study of Li-
térature, the habit of becoming by turns,

" a Greek, a Roman, the difciple of Zeno
and of Epicurus, is extremely proper to
exercife its powers and difplay its merit.
¥t is remarkable, that, throughout that in-
finite diverfity of geniufes, there is a ge-

-n¢ral conformity of fentiment between
o thofe
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_thofe whom their age, country and reli-
gion have led to take. a view of the fame
objeis, in nearly the fame manner. We'
fee that minds, the moft exempt from pre-
judice, cannot altogether fhake it off.
Thelr ideas have an air of paradox; and.'
we perceive even by their broken chains,
that they have worn them. It is arhong
the Greeks that I look for the abettors
of democracy ; among the Romans, the
enthufiafts to the love of their country 3
among the fubjects of Commodus, Severus -
" and Caracalla, for the apologifts for arbi-
trary power; and among the ancient fol-
lowers of Epicurus, the enemies of the re-
ligion of their country *.. What a retro-

® Epicurus had no fooner publifhed his dorines,
than fome people exprefled themfelves freely on the
“ eftablifhed religion, and began to regard it only as
a political inftitution. Lucret. de Rer. Nat. lib. i,
v. 62. Salloft. in Bell. Catilin. ¢, 51, Cicero pro

~u2at, €, 61,
' fpect
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fpedt is it 5'6 a genius truly philofophical,
to fee the moft abfurd opinions received
among the moft enlightened people ; to.
fee barbariaris, on the other hand, arrive
at the knowlege of the moft fublime truths;
to find true confequences falfely deduced
from.the moft erroneous principles; ad-
mirable principles, bordering on-the verge
of truth, :without ever conducting thither 3
languages formed on ideas, and yet thofe
ideas correfted by fuch languages; the
{prings. of. morality univerfally the fame;
the opinions of contentious metaphyfics

‘univerfally varied, and generally extrava-
gant, accurate only while fuperficial, but

fubtile, obfcyre and uncertain whenever
they were.profound ! A philofophical work
written by an Iroquois, tho’ full of ab-
furdities, would be to us an ineftimable
performance. It would prefent us with a
fingular inftance of the nature.of the hu-
o man

¢



( 94 »
man mind, placed in circumftances we havé
never experiecnced, and influenced by cufs
toms and religious apinions totally aiﬂ?er-;
ent from ours. Sometimes it would fur-
prize and inftru& us, by the contrariety

of ideas, that would thence .neceffarily

arife ; we fhould be led to enquire into the
reafons, and trace the mind from errour
to errour :  Sometimes, again, we fhould
‘fee our own principles, but- deduced .by
_ different means, and almoft always pecu-

liarly modified and altered. We fhould
tence learn, not only to acknowlege, bt
¢o feel the force of prejudice ; we fhould

Tearn never to be furprized at apparent .

‘abfurdity, and often to fufpe& the qrush of
‘what might appear to Want nQ couﬁrma,
‘m.

I muft own, I like to fee the reafonings
- of mankind tukc & tinftuge from their pre-
judices 3 3

|
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judices 3 to take a view of fuch as are
afraid to deduce, even from principles they
acknowlege to be juft, conclufions which
they know to be logically exact. I like
to dete& thofe who deteft in a barbarian
what they admire in- a2 Greek, and who
would call the fame hiftory impious if
written_ by an heathen, and facred if pen-
ned by a Jew.

Wlthout a philofophical knowlcge of
antiquity, we fhould be induced to do toa
much honour to humankind.” The influ-
ence of cuftom would be little known.
We thould every moment be apt to con- -
found the incredible and the abfurd. The
~ Romans were an enlightened people ; and

* yet thefe very Romans were not fhocked at
Teeing united, in the perfon of Cazfar; a
. © God,

1



( 96 ) )

Gody a prieft, and an atheift ®. He faw
temples erected, to his clefnency +, and
received, with Romulus, the adoration of
the people . In the facred feftivals, his
fatue was placed by the fide of that Ju=
piter, whom the next inftant -he himfelf
was going to invoke . After all which,

: tired

® If not in denying the exiftence, at leaft in dif-
believing the providence, of the Deity; for Cafar
was a follower of Epicurus. Thofe who have a2 mind -
to fee how obfcure a man of abilities may render the
cleareft truths, will perofe with pleafure the doubts
with which Mr. Bayle has perplexed the fentiments -
of Cfar. See Bayle’s Di@t. Art. Camsar.

4 Mem. de PAcad. des Bell. Lett. tom. i, p. 369,
& '

1 Cicero ad Attic, lib. xii, epift. 46, &c. lib.
xiii. epift. 28. :

| Cefar was fovereign Pontiff; nor was this fa-
cerdotal office merely titular. The elegant differta-
tions



s

- L ey
tired with fuch idle pomp, he ufed to fend -
for Panfa and T'rebatius, to laugh with him
at the credulity of the vulgar, and at thofe
deities which were the effedt and och&s of

their fear®. . .
XLVIIL

tions of Mr. de 1a Baftie on the pontificate of the
Emperours, will convince thofe who are incredulous
on this head. Confult particularly the third of thofe
picces, inferted in the Mgnoires de ’Acad. des Bell,

. Lett, tom. xv. p. 39.

® Lucretius, born with that entbafiafm of imagi-
nation, which forms great Poets and enterprizing
miflionaries, was defirous of being both the one and
the other. I muft pity the theologue, however, who

. cannot grant fome indulgence to the latter, for the
_fake of the former. This philofopher, after have

ing proved a Divinity in fpite of himfelf, by attri.
buting the phenomena of nature to general caufes,
proceeds to enquire, how the notion he controverts
came to be fo univerfally entertained. - For this he

_ difcovers three. reafons: I. Our dreams, for in

Ahefe we conceive beings and effe&s that we never

" meet with in the material world, and attribute to

H them
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XLVIL Hiftoryis, to a philofophi-
cal genius, what play was to the Marquis

them a real exiftence and immenfe power, II. Our
ignora;xce of the works of nature, which makes us,
on every.occafion, recur to the hand of a Divinity.
III. Our fear, which is the effec of that ignorance :
this induces us to fubmit to the calamities which hap-
pen to the earth, and excites us to endeavour to ap-
peafe, by our prayers, fome invifible being that_is
fuppofed to affi& us. Lucretius exprefles this laft
motive with an 'energy and a rapidity of ftile which

bears all before it, and will not give the readcr time
-to examine its validity.

¢ Practerea cui non animus formidine Diviim,
¢ Countrahitar ? cui non conrepunt membra pavore,
¢ Fulminis horribili cum plaga torrida tellus

¢ Contremit, et magnum percurrunt murmara celum ?
¢ Non popul:, gentefque tremimnt ? Regefque fu-
| * perbi

¢ Conripiunt Divim perculﬁ membra timore,

¢ Ne quod ob admiffum feede di€umve fuperbe

" % Pznarum grave fit folvendi tempus ada&um.”

-

Lucret. de Re, Nat, lib. v, ver, 1216, &c,

b ) “Dans
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Dangeau *. He fawa fyftem, regularity
and conne&ion, where others only per-
ceived the wanton caprices of chance. The

knowlege of hiftory is to the philofopher
that of caufes and effefts. It deferves,

- therefore, that I fhould endeavour to lay

down fome rules, not to enable genius to
proceed, but to'prevent its wandering from
the right path. Perhaps, if things had
been always duly coftfidered, fubtlety had
not been fo often miftaken for ingenuity,
obfcurity for profundity, or a turn for pa-
radox been mifconceived to be the index

of a creative genius.

XLIX. Among 4 multitude of hiftori- g\ .

cal falts, there are fome, and thofe by ;‘;
much the majority, which prove nothing
more than that they are fats. There are

- others which may be ufeful in drawing a

® Fontenelle dans PEloge da Marq. de Dangeau.
‘ Ha2 .. par-

- REZB24B

¢ choicg

fadts,
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pa‘rtial conclufion, Whereby the philofo-
pher may be enabled to judge of the mo-
tives of an aQion, or fome peculiar fea-
tures in a charaller: thefe relate only to
fingle links of the chain. Thofe whoft
influence extends throughout the wholé
fyftem, and which are fb intihately con-

‘nefed as- to have given motion to the -
fpriogs of ation, "are very rare; and what

is flill more rarely to be met with is, a
genius who knows how to diftinguith

them, amidft the vaft chaos of events .

wherein they are j;zmbled, and deduce
them, pure and unmixt, from the reft,

" It will appear unneceffary to obferve to
thofe, whofe judgment is fbperiour to their
erudition, that caufes ought always to be
proportioned to their ¢ffefts; that it is
wrong to trace the chara'&er of an. age,

from
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~ from the condu& of an individual ; or to
eftimate from a fingle effort, often forced
apd deftru&tive, the firength and riches of
a flate. It will be needlefs to put fuch in
amind, that, it is only by colletting and
<comparing fa&s any judgment is to be de-
duced from them ; thata fignal ation may
fometimes dazzle like a flath of lightening,
but that we fhall be able to gather little
from it, unlefs we compare it with others
of the fame kind. The Romans, in mak-
ing choice of Cato, thewed they liked bet-
ter to be correted than flattered *; and
this they did in the fame age in which
they condemned the like manly feverity in
the perfon of Livius Salinator .

1. Itis fafer to yicld to falts, that of Trigial

themfelves unite to form a fyftem, than to gf};_“

" quence.
® Liv. lib. xxxix. ¢, 40. Plat.in’Cato,
1 Liv. lib. xxix, c. 37. ‘
Hag fuchy
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ay difcover. in confequence
ved hypothefis. Slight cir-,

alfo often more worthy no=
oft brilliant a&ions3 it being
ne thing with an age, or a
1 the individual. Alexander
aracter more in the tent of
n the field of battle. I dif-

the ferocity of the Roman
condemnation of an unhap-
o be torn to pieces in the
as in their ftrangling a cap-
wwe the capitol. There is no
guife to trivial a&ions. We A
vhen we imagine we are not
curious will endeavour to pe-
& fecret retirement.  Should
© determine, whether virtue

s d‘k@hce‘.m&a

~=prevailed
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p:ei'ailéd in the chara&ter of a certain
age, or people, I fhould examine into their
actions rather than their difcourfe. In or-

} der to condemn them as vicious, I fhould The dif- .

erence

attend rather to their words than their ac- between
virtue and

tions. Virtue is praifed without being vice.
known ; known without being felt; and
felt without being pradifed; but the.
cafe is different with vice. We are led to
vice by our paffions, and defend it by
 fubtlety of reifoning. There are befides
bad men in all ages and countries: but, if
the depravation be not too general, even
thefe will fhew fome refpect to the times.
If the égc itfelf is vicious, (and they are
| apt enough to difcern this) they hold it in ;o
contempt, fhew themfelves openly what
they are, and laugh at penalties, which
. .they flatter themfelves will fall but lightly.
. In this alfo they are never deccived. The
H4 man



' Cato; had de-
sntented himfelf
of virtue in that

of this age with

rived at its high-

rom the court of
. is a fmall cir-
tonius and Taci-
ill greate;' affur-
Che virtue of the
ronftancy of their
Cheir policy per-

mitted

e fidelity of their wives
of their family. The
accufed, judged, con-
«d their own fentence
ifo pardoned the huf- .
ranfport of his paffion,
Killed
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! mitted the debaucheries of their courte:
-  zans *; and, in order even to regulate

their

killed the gallant, particularly if of a fervile rank.
See Plut, in Rom.—Dionyf. Halicarn. lib. vii.—Tac.
Ann, lib. xiii.—~Valer. Max. lib. vi, c. 3=7. Rofin.
Antiq. Roma, lib. viii. p.-859, &c.

® The difcourfe of Micio in Terence, the manner
in which Cicero excufes the . debaucheries of his cli-
ent, and the exhortation of Cato fufficiently explain
the-morals of the Romans in this refpe®. They cen-
fured debauchery only fo far as it prevented the dif-
charge of the effential duties of the citizen.

"Nor were their ears more chafte than their aétions.
"The Cafina of Plautus is little known ; but thofe who
have read that miferable piece, can hardly compre-
hend how it is poflible that there fhould be but forty
or fifty years between that farce and the Andria.
It confifts of a vile intrigue between a parcel of flaves,
heightened only by fmutty jefts and obfcenities, low
as their condition. None of Plaatus’s comedies,
"however, were played fo often, nor received with fo
much applaufe, as this wretched performance. Such
were the Roman manners at the time of the fecond

Punic
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but the latter, more carneft to pleafe thaa
infiru&, condu@s us ftep by ftep in the
-setinue of his heroes; and makes us alter-
nately experience the effeéts of horrour,
pity, and. admiration. Tacitus employs
the force of rhetoric only to difplay the
- connection between the ‘links that_form
the chain of hiftorical events, and to in-
ftruct the reader by fenfible and profeund -
“refletions. - It is true, I climb the Alps
with Hannibal; but I deliberate in the
council of Tiberius. Livy defcribes to -
me the abufe of power; a feverity that na-
ture fhudders at while it approves; the
fpirit of refentment and paériotifm, which
conftitute that of liberty, and the tyranny
which fell before their united efforts *:
but the laws of the decemvir, their cha-
raler;, their failings, their conformity to

- Livy, lib. ifie c. 44.=—6o0.
. the
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ithe’ genius of the Roman people, to their
own party, to their-ambitious defigns; all
thefe ke has entirely forgotten: 1 do not
firid it accounted for in him, why the laws,
made for the ufe of a fmall, poor, and
half«civilized republic, fhould overturn
it when the force of their inflitution had
- garried it to the higheft pitch of great-
nefs. ‘This I fhould have found in Taci-
tus ; I think %o, not only from the known
bent of his genius, but from that ﬁnkmo
and diverfified picture he has given of the
laws, thofe children of cor’ruption', of li-
bcrty, of equity, and of fation ®,

LIII Aa eminent writer, who," like Remarks

on an ob-
Fontenelle, has united erudition and tafte, fervation

‘gives us a piece of advice, which I would dei‘fm.
by no means have followed. At the clofe b

“,' Tacit, Annal. lib. iii. p. 84.. edit. Lipf,



“( t10 ) .
of every century he would have the faéts
colle®ed, achoice made of a few, and the
reft committed to the flames ®*. I enter
my prote[f, however, without fear of in~
curring the contemptible name of a mere
fcholar, againft the fentence of this en~
lightened, but fevere judge. No, let us
carefully preferve every hiftorical fadt, A
Montchmcu may difcover, in the moft tri-
vial, conneQions ynknown to the vulgar.
Let us in this imitate the botanifts, ~ Eve-
ry plant is not ufeful in médicine ; they
proceed; neverthelefs, in their fearch after
new ones, in hopes that fome Happy ge-

nius or experiment may difcover proper-

ties in them hitherto concealed. -

LIV. Uncertainty is a {’cate of cons

are °"h°§ &ramt. A contra@ed mind cannot fix it-

Or 90 Ca- & DeAlembert Melanges de Phnlofophxe et de Li-

terature, vol. ii. p. 1.

. ,f.clf
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felf in that exac equilibrium affeted by
the f{chool of Pirrho. A bright genius is
often dazzled by its own conje@ure; and
facrifices its liberty to hypothefes, Itis
this difpofition that is produ&ive of fyf-
tems. Delign has been often obferved to
govern the actions of a great man; a rul-
ing principlc has been perceived in his
character ; hence theoretical minds have
conceived the notion, that mankind in ge-
neral are as fyftematical in practice as in
fpeculation. ~ They have pretended to dif-
cover art in our paffions, policy in our
foibles, difimulation in our caprices; in a
word, by their endeavours to enhance the
merit of the underftanding, they have done
~ little honour to the heart. - ]

Juttly difgufted at fuch exceffive refine-
ment, and difpleafed to fee thofe. preten-
. fions extended to mankind in gengral which

. . 2 fhould
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fhould be confined to a Philip or a Cafar;
others of a more natural turn have run :
into the other extreme. Thefe have en-

tirely banifhed art from the moral world,

in order to fubRitute accident in its room.

‘According to them, weak mortals aét al<

together from caprice: the phrenzy of a
madman raifes up the pillars of an em-

pire, and the weaknefs of a woman throws

them down:

Of gene-  LV. The ftudy of general and determi-
3:';:3_ nate caufes fhould be agreeable to both
aa’te cau- parti?s s as.in this the one would, with
pleafure, fee the pride of man humbled;
the motives of his ations unknown g0
himfelf ; a puppet moved by foreign wires 3
and from particular liberty would fee the
origin of general neceflity. The others
alfo, swould find in the ftudy of general
caufes, that connecion they fo much ad-

mire,

.
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mxre, and ample room for indulging thefe
Apeculations for which theu- genius is
turned.

_'Wh'at, a ‘'wide field opens itfelf to my
refletion! The theory of general caufes
would, in the hands of a Montefquieu,
.become a philofophical hiftory of man.
" He would difplay thefe caufes operating

~ - in the rife and fall of empires ; Tucce(ﬁvc}y

affuming the appearance of accident, of
prudence, of courage, and of cowardices -
alting without the concurrence of parti-
cular caufes, and fometimes directly againft
themn. Superior to a fondnefs for his own
fyftems, that meaneft paffion in a philefo+-
pher, he would difcever that, notwith- -
" feanding, - the extenfive influence of thofe
canfes, its .effect muft neceffarily be con-
. fiited, and that it would. principally dif-
play itklf in general events; in fuch whofe
I flow, -
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flow, but certain, operation works imper-
ceptibly a changé¢ on the face of things,’
particularly on religion, on manners, and -

indeed ‘every thing that depends on. opi-

nion. Such would in part be the leffon

* fuch a philofopher would give on the fub-

- je&. As to myfelf, I only lay hold of it
as an occafion juft to exercife my thoughts.

"To this end, I fhall point out fome inter-

efting fals, and endeavour to accougt for
them. ) '

The yt-  LVI. We are not ignorant of the plea-

tem of Pa-ane and abfurd fyftem of Paganifm, ac-
ganlh. % ‘g . f e . '

cording to which the univerfe is peopled

with whimfical beings, whole fuperior

- power only ferves to make them more un-

“juft and ridiculous than ourfelves. What

could be the nature and origin of thefe Dei-

ties? Were they Princes, founders of fo-

Cicties, or inventors of the arts ? Did in«

’ genuous
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genuous gratitude, . implicit admiration, or
an-interefted homage place thofe great men

in heaven when dead, who, while they lived,
were efteemed as the benefactors of man-
kind on earth? Or may we not difcover

in thofe Divinities, fo many different parts
of the univerfe, to whom the ignorance of '
primitive ages attributed life and fenti-
ment ? This queftion is worth our atten-
tion; and, curious as it is, is no lefs diffi-

"cult to refolve. -

LVI, We h;ve no other method of 'h,'ed;ﬁ;’ ’

coming at the knowlege of the heathen ::2{,,; '

fyftem, than by means of their Poets * the know-
lege of a

and , Pricfts, both grcatly addicted to fic- religion,
tlon-l' The enemies of a rclxgxon never

* We maft, however, diftinguifh_ Homer, Hefiod,
Pindar, and the tragu: Poets, who lxved in an age
when their tradition was more pure.

* 4 See on this article, Dr. Middleton’s Free En-
quiry, and the Hiftory of Manichifm, by M. de
Beaufobre,

I2 . arrive ,
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arrive at a juft knowlege of it, becanfe
.they hate it; and often hate it for that
very reafon, becaufe they are ignorant of
it. They eagerly adopt the moft atroei-
ous calumnies thrown out againft it. They
impute to their adverfaties even dogmas
they deteft, and” draw confequences whxch
the accufed never once thought of. On
the other hand, the profeffors of a religion,
full of that-implicit faith, which makes a
‘crime of doubt, often facrifice both their
reafon and virtue in its defence. To in-
vent prophecies and miracles, to palliate.
thofe they cannot defend, to allegorize thofe
they cannot palliate, and to deny ftoutly
- thofe they cannot allegorize, are means
which devotees have never blufhed to em-
ploy. Call to mind the Chriftians and the
Jews; and fee what their enemies the ma-
gicians and idolaters * have had to fay

*® Tacit. Hit. lib. v.—Fleury Hift. Ecclef. tom, i.

P. 369. tom. ii. p.5. with the Apotogies of]n&ih
and Tcrtulhan, which are thcre cited. :

againft
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againft them, againft thofe whofe worfhip
was as pure, as their manners irreproach-
able, Never was there a true Muflul-
man who hefitated about the unity of God*;
and yet how often have our good anceftors
accufed the Mahometans of worfhipping
the ftars +? Nay, even in the centre of
thefe religions, have ftarted up an hundred
different feGtaries, who, accufing each other
of having corrupted the common articles ‘
of their faith, have excited the mob to zeal
and fury, and the difcerning few to mode-
ration. ‘Theéfe were, notwithftanding, a
civilized people, and had books which, acs .
knowleged to be written by the infpiration
of Divinity, fettled the principles of their.
faith. But how were thefe principles to

® D’Herbelot, Bib!igt.Oxieﬁt. artic. Allah. p. 100,
" et Sales’s Alcoran, Prelim. Difc. p. 71.

4 Reland de Rel, Mahomm. partii, c. 6. & 7-
I3 ‘ be



Reafon of

little ufe.

4
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P 8y
be difcovered, amidft a confufed heap of
|
fables, which a fingle, contradiGtory and
diverfified tradition had taught a few clans
of favages in Greece.

. LVII. Reafon is here of little ufe, It
is abfurd to confecrate témplcs-to thofe
whofe tombs are before our eyes. But.
what is too abfurd for mankind ? Don’t
we know that there are very enlightened
people who appeal to the evidence of fenfe
as a proof of the truth of their religion,
while at the fame time one of their princi-.
pal dogmas is directly contradictory to that
évidence ? If the gods of Paganifm, how- -
ever,” had been men, the teciprocal ho- -
mage ® their worthippers had paid them

had been fomething reafonable; and a to- |

* Warburton’s Divine Legation, vol. i. p. z7§-—-
376. '
leration
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feration fomething reafonable is not gene-
rally the fault of the multitude.

LVIII. Crefus fent to confult the oracle Crefu.
t
at Delphos *, and Alexander traverfed the c:)l:xﬁ:;)tthe
’ . oracle at

burning fands of Lybia, to know of Jupi- Dclphos
ter Ammon if he was not his fon +. But

had this Grecian Jupiter, this King of

o ‘Crete, become pofiefled of the thunder,

would he not have let it loofe to cruth that
Ammon, that Lybxan, that new Salmo-
neus, who endeavoured to wreft it from
‘him? If two rivals difpute the empire of
the world, is-it poffible to acknowlege both
at once ? If indeed they were no otherwife
diftinguithed than as the ather, and the
heavens, the fame Divinity, the Greck
and the African might defcribe it by thefe

hd H.erodotus, lii:. i - .

1 Diodorus Siculus, lib, xvii,—Quint, Cart. lib. iv.
R [ 5 7.—'Aﬂ'ian‘ libo iiin i
Iy - ~ fym-



The reli-
gionof the
Greeks
was of
Agyptian

_origin.
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jymbols, which their manners; and by
thofe terms which their -different langua- .
ges thould furnith them with to exprefs.its
attributes.  But we have nothing to do

with fpeculative arzumentation; we are £o
enquire only of fadls. '

LIX. The Greeks, but wretched inha-
bitants of the foreft, proud as tl;ey were,
were obliged for every thing to ftrangers.
The Phenicians taught them +the ufe of
letters 3 for their arts, for their laws, for
every thing that raifes man above the brute,
they were indebted to the Egyptians. The
latter breught over their religion, and the
Greeks, in adopting it, paid that tribute -
which ignorance owes to wifdom. Their
ancient prejudices made only a formal re-
fiftance, ard gave up the point without
difficulty, after hearing the fenfe of the
oracle of Dodona, who determined in fa-
L " vour
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" waur of the new religion ®,  Such is' the
" relation of Herodotus, who was well ac-
quainted both with Greece and ZEgypt,
whilé the age in which he lived, being that
interval between the groffnefs of igno-
rance and the refinements of philofophy,
renders his teftimony decifive. i

.LX I fee already a great part of the The E-
Greek legends fall to the ground ; of their & ,el,g,on
Apollo, born in the ifland of Delos ; and X, ’uegm'
their Jupiter, buried in Crete. 1If thefe
deities were ever upon earth, ZEgypt, and
not Greece, was their habitation, But if
the priefts of Memphis underftood their
religion fo well as the Abbé Bapnier +, not -
Zgypt itfelf gave birth fo their gods.

" “The light of reafon fhone too clearly thro’
* the obfcurity of their metaphyfics, not to

# Herod. lib. ii.

+ In his Mythology explained by hxﬁory
_ enable
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enable them to perceive that human beings
could never become gods, and that the
gods never transformed theémfelves into
mere men *.  Myfterious in their tenets
as in their worfhip, thefe interpreters of
wifdom and the divinity difguifed by a
pompous ftile, the truths of nature, which

an ignorant people had defpifed, if deli-

vered to them in their genuine majeftic
fimplicity, The Greeks were ignorant of
this religion in many refpects. They al-
tered it by the introduion of foreign mix-
tures, but the ground-work remained fill
the fame ; and that, being Zgyptian, was

confequently allegorical 1.
LXI,

.

#* Herodot. lib. if.

+ I am much indehted, in thefe enquiries, to the
learned Freret, of the Academy of Belles-Lettres.
He has opened a route, which appears obvious from

_all fides. I conceive, however, that he reafons much
better

R e e e e -
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LXI. The worthip of heroes, fo well Of the
dxﬁmgmlhcd from that of the gods, in the “'°'““P°f

" primitive ages of Greece, proves that their
gods were not heroes ®. The ancients be- -
lieved, that thefe great men, admitted af-
" ter their deceafe to the fcaﬁg of the gods,

better on fa&ts than dogmas. Prejudiced greatly in
his favour, I eagerly ran over hisReply to the Chro-
nology of Sir Ifaac Newton; but, may I ventureto
" fay, it by no means anfwered my expeQations. I
fee nothing new in that piece, if we except the prin-
- ciples of a new theology and chronology, which,
however, we already poffefled: (1); fome defective and
inconclufive genealogy ; a few minute refearches in-
to-the chronology of Sparta, an ancient fyftem of
aftronomy, which I do not well underftand, and the
elegant preface of M. de Bougainville, which indeed
I perufe every time with additional pleafure.

" ® Hift de 1’Acad. des Belles-Lettres, tom. xvi.
’o 28, &c» -

- (1) In the Mem. de I’Acad. des Belles Lettres,
tom, v. xviii, xx, xxiils - '

enjoyed
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enjoyed their felicity without participating
of their power. Hence they affembled
about the tombs of their benefators ; ce-
Jebrated their memory in fongs of praife *,
and this excited a falutary emulation of
their virtue; while they imagined the
ghofts of the dead, conjured up from the
fhades, took pleafure in thefe offerings of
their devotion. It is true, that this fpé-
cies of devotion became infenfibly a religi-

" ous worfhip; but it was not till long af-

ter, when the identity of thefe heroes be-
came confufed with that of the ancient dei-
ties, whofc name they bore, or whofe cha-
‘raters they refembled. They were con-
fidered as diftinc in the days of Homer.
Hercules is not one of his divinities. He
acknowleges Alfculapius only as an_emi-

* Mem. de Litter, tom. Xii. p. 5, &c. ct Zech.
Spanhcim in Callim.

2 ) nent
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nent phyfician * ; and Caftor and Pollux
are with him two deceafed warriours, bu-
ried at Sparta 1.

LXII. Superﬁmon, however, had ex- zhe f¥f-
m O
ceeded thefe bounds; the heroes were be- Epheme-
Fus,
come gods, and the worfhip paid to them
as deities had elevated them above the
rank of men, when an enterprifing philo-
fopher undertook to prove they. had been
mortals. Ephemerus, the Meflenian, ad-
vanced this paradoxncal opinion . But,
inftead
* Honer, Iliad. lib, iv. v. 193.
+ Id. lib, v, v, 241. ‘
1 La&ant, Infit. lib, i. c. 11. p.62. .
Antiquus audtor Ephemerus, qui fuit é civitate
Meffand, res geftas Jovis et cxterorum qui Dii pae
tantur collegit, hiftoriamque contexit ex titulis et in- -
feriptioaibus faerts, quz antiquiflimis templis habe-

bantur, maximeqaue in fano Jovis Tnphylln, ubi
aurcam colsmwam pofitam cfle ab xpfo Jwe, titue’

lug
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inftead of appealing to the authentic mo=
numents of Greect and Zgypt, which

might have preferved the memory -of thofe
celebrated men, he launched forth and loft

“himfelf in the ocean. An Utopia, held in

derifion by the ancients, the rich, the fer-
tile, fuperftitious ifle of Panchia, known
to himfelf only, furnifhed him with a mag-
nificent temple confecrated to Ju~piter, in
which was a column of gold, whercon
Mercury had engraven the exploits and apo-
theofis of the heroes of his race *. Thefe

) . fables

lus indicabat, in qui columni gefta fua perfcripfit ug
monimentum ‘effet pofteris rerum fuarum,

‘This relation of La&antius differs a little from dng'
of Diodorus.

* Diodorus Siculas, lib. v. p. 29, 30. et Lib. vi,
Mr. Fourmont, the elder, hath written a differta-
tion on Ephcmcrus. whemn arc fome very bold con~
jeQures
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£ables were too grofs to pafs on the Greeks
themfelves,. bringing the author into ge-
neral contempt, and getting him ftignma-
tized by the name of atheift ®. .

jeQures and pleafant extravagancies (1). It ill be-’
comes a young writer to hold others in contempt ;
but I really cannot reply ferioufly to that piece.
Thofe who cansot fee that the Panchaia defcribed in
Diodorus Sicalus, is fituated to, the fouth of Gidrofja,
and at a little difance weftward of the peninfula of
Jndia, may believe, with Mr. Fourmont, that the
gulph is fouth of Arabia Felix, that Phank, onthe
continent, is the ifle of Panchaia, that the defart of -
“Pharan is the moft delightful place in the world,
and that the city of Pieria in Syria is the capital of
a little diftri€t in the neighbourhood of Medina, -

~ ® Callim. ap. Plat. tom, ii. p. 880. Bratofh. et
Polyb. ap. Strab. Geog. lib. ii. p. 102, 103. et
1ib, vii. p. 299, Edit, Caufab. .

-

(1) Mem. de Litter. tom, xv. p. 265, &c.

LXIII,
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LXIII. Encouraged, perhaps, by his
example, 'the Cretans next boafted of their
being in pofieffion of the tomb of Jupiter,
who, éft_er having reigned * many years,
died in their ifland. Callimachus appears

- angry at this fition, and his fcholiaft thews
on what foundation it was raifed +. The
following words, fays he, had been in-
fcribed on a tomb. The tomb of Mines
the fon of Fupiter. But accident or defign
having erazed the words Miwos the fony
it ftood thus Tbe tomb of Fupiter . ‘The.

‘ fyftem
' -# La@aot. Inflit. lib. i. c. r1. p. 65.—Lucian Ti.
mod, p. 34. et Jupit, Frag. p. 701,—Cicero de Nat,
Deorum, lib. iii. c.21.

+ Callimach. Hym, in Jovem, v. 8. et Scholiaft,
Ver. in Ioc. Edit, Grzc. '

1 Such is the flory of the feholiaft, adopted by
- 8ir Ifase Newton. But LaQantius writes the in-
fcription
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‘The fyftem of Ephemerus, however, not-
with&andiﬁg the infufficiency of his proofs,
by degrees gained ground. Diodorus Si-
culus fearched the world over for traditions
of different people to fupport it®. But
the Stoics, in their whimfical mixture of
pure Theifm, Spinofifm and popular ido-
latry, adopted this paganifm, for which
they were fticklers, to the worthip of na-
ture, divided into as many deities as it had
different faces Cicero, whom every thing
ferved for an objection, hardly any thing
fcriétion ZAN XPONOY, which gives Ait,. 'inv n';y opi-
nion, a more antique air, Lucian, for fables go on
always gathering fomething, tells us, that the in- -
fcription intimated, that Jupiter no longer thundered,

but had fubmitted to the fate of mortals, Msoar wg
s Bporrnaeier ar o Zsvg, Tibnwg warai.

* Diodorus éiculjzs, in his firft five books, -
K - for



for a proof, hardfy durft- confront them
with the fyftem of Ephemerus ®.

Didnot  IXIV, It was not till the time of the
prevail till .

:l;ethtiul;; _Emperours, that this fyftem grew into
perours.  vogue. In an age, when a fervile world:
beftowed the title of gods on monfters,
unworthy the name of men, it was artfully
paying their court to ‘confound the dif-
tinctions between Jupiter and- Domitian.
BenefaGtors to mankind (for fo the voice
of adulation called them) their right to di-
vinity the fame; their nature and their
. power were equal. . Pliny himfelf, either

thro’ policy or contempt, commits the

fame errour +. It was in vain Plutarch

attempted to vindicate the religion of his

® Cicero de Natura Deorum, iib. iii. ¢, 21,

+ Plin, Hift. Nat. Lib, vii, ¢. 51. et paffim.
anceftars.
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anceftors *. Ephemerus carried all before
him; and the fathers of the church, tak-
ing all advantages, attacked paganifm on
its weakeft fide. And who can blame
them? Say, thofe pretended divinities
were not in fa& originally deified mortals,
they were now become fo, at leaft in the
opinion of their worfhippers; and their
opinions were all the fathers troubled them-

felves about. ' .

LXV. Let us go ftill further, and en- A conca.

deavour to trace a conneed feries, ‘not of
facts, but of notions; to found the human
heart, and to lay hold of that chain of
errours, which, from a fentiment fo juft,
fimple and univerfal as that tbere is a power
above us, conduted by degrees to the
conception of deities, which 2 man would
blufh to refemble.

* Plut, d¢ Placit. Philofoph. de Iﬁd.‘ et Ofirid,
" K 2 Senti-
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The fenti-  Sentiment is only a confcious appeal to

ments of

uncivili-
zed men

ourfelves. Our ideas relate to objects

confufed, Without us; and by their number and di-

verfity, enfecble the fentiment. ~ It is there-
fore among uncultivated favages, whofe
ideas are confined to their wants, and
whofe wants are fimply thofe-of nature,
that the force of fentiment ~fhould be
more keen and lively, altho’ at' the fame
time confufed and indiftinét. Savage man
muft be every moment in agitations he
can neither explain nor fupprefs. Igno-
rant and weak, he is afraid of every thing,
becaufe he can defend himfelf from no-
thing. He admires every thing becaule
he knows nothing. The defpicable opi-
nion he juftly entertains of himfelf (for va-
nity is the creature of fociety) makes him
perceive the exiftence of fome fuperiour
power. It is this power whofe attributes

he
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he is ignorant of, that he invokes, and of
whom he afks affiftance, without knowing
what pretenfions he may have to hope it
will be granted. This fentiment, indif-
tinct- as it was, naturally produced the
good deities of the primitive Greeks, and
the divinities of moft of the favage nations;
none of whom, however, knew how to
afccrtaiq their number, attributes, or wor-

thip.

LXVI. This fentiment, in time, is mo- Every
dified into. a notion. Savage man pays }f,‘;;‘if,‘ :
homage to every thing about him ; as eve- zz;g b
ry thing feems to him more excellent than adora-
himfelf. The majeftic oak, that fhéltersm."
him with its fpreading boughs, had afford-

‘ed a fhade to his anceftors, down from
the firft of his race. It lifted its head
into the clouds, while the towering eagle
‘Joft itfelf in its branches, What was the

K 3 duration,
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duration, the fize, the ftrength, of an hu-
man creature, compared to fuch a tree?
Gratitude next united itfelf to admiration.
That oak, which afforded him plenty
of acorns, the clear ftream, at which he
quenched his thirlt, were his benefac-
tors: they made his life comfortable 3
without them he could not fubfift, while
at the fame time they ftood in no need of
him. In effe&, without thefe lights, that
-enable us to fee how miuch reafon alone is
fu’perio;' to all thofe neceflary parts of an
intelligent fyftem, every one of thém is
fuperior to man. But wanting fuch lights,’
favage man attributes life and power to
them all ; and proftrates himfelf before ima-
ginary beings which he hath thus created.

Hisideas LXVII. The ideas of uncivilized man
are

lar

Tagn- gre fingular becaufe they are fimple. To
remark the different qualities of objects,

\

to

S
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to obferve thofe which are common to
many, and from that refemblance to
form an abftra® idea, reprefentative of
the genus of objeéts, without being the
image of any one in particular : this is the
. operation of the underftanding, which ats
and reflets within itfelf; and which, over-
ftocked with ideas, thus endeavours to re-
~ lieve itfelf by the forms of method. Ina
_ primitive ftate, the foul, paffive and igno-
rant of its faculties, is capable only of re-
ceiving external impreflions: thefe impref:
ﬁons'reprefcnt only fingle objeéts, and in
fuch a manner as they feem to exift in
themfelves.  The favage therefore fees
himfelf furrounded with deitjes : every field,
every foreft fwarms with them.

* LXVIIIL. Experience unfolds his ideas, He com-
for individuals as well as focieties owe every }:{::; *:,;;
thing to experience. - A variety of objects moliplics

his deities.
K 4 becoming
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that fubfifts by the principle of vegetation_..
In proportion as mankind become enlight-
‘ened, their idolatry would refine. They
would become better able to perceive how
the univerfe is governed by general laws ;-
and would approach nearer the unity of
a fole, efficient caufe. The Grecks could
never generalize their ideas beyond the ele-
ments of water, earth and air ; which, under
the names of Jupiter, Neptune, and Pluto,
comprehended and governed all things. But
the ]Evgyptians, whofe genius was better
adapted to abftrat™ fpeculations, arrived
at length to their Ofiris * or principal Divi-
pity, an intelligent principle, which ope-
rated conftantly on the material principle,
couched under the name and perfonage of

* It is worth obferving, that this Ofiris and his
fifter were faid'to be the youngeft of the deities. It ~
sequired a great many ages for the Egyptians to ar-
rive a®this fimplicity,

Ifis,
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1fis, his wife and fifter. Thofe who be-

lieve in the eternity of matter, can hardly
go farther than this *.

LXX. Jupiter, Neptune, and griftly Thegene-
Pluto were brothers; the branches of ;?:',‘::5:;1

whofe pofterity fpread themfelves infinite- °fG°d"_

ly wide, and comprehended the whole fyf-
tem of nature. Such was the mythology
of the ancients. To the ignorant, the
idea of generation was more natural than
that of creation. It was more eafy for

_® The worthip of the fun hath prevailedin all na-

tions. I fhall give what appear to me the reafons

of it. Itis perhaps the only obje&t in the world that

is at once fole and perceptible. - Perceptible to all

the nations upon earth, in the moft brilliant and be-~

neficent manner, it is no wonder it fhould aitra&t

their homage. Sole and indivifible, thofe who reafon-

ed on the fubjed, ‘and were not too difficult, difco-

vered in it all the diftinguithing marks of divi- .
pity. . .
' . them
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them to acquire; and fuppofed lefs power
exerted in the operation. This generation,
however, led them to eftablifh an hierar-
chy, which thefe beings, though free yet
limited, could not poffibly do without.
Thus the three prificipal deities exercifed
a paternal authority over their children,
difperfed in the air, over the earth and the
fea. "The primogeniture of Jupiter gave
him allo a fuperiority over his brothers,
which intitled him to the name of the King
of Gods and Father of Men. But this’
- king, this fupreme father, was too limited
and impotent, in all refpe@s, to fuffer us
to do the Greeks the honour of attributing
to them.- the belief of a Supreme Being.

The Gods LXXI. This fyftem, ill-conftrutted as
;};ehumm it was, accounted for all the phyfical ef-
" fe&@s of nature, But the moral world,
ﬁl'an,
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man, his deftiny, and aétions were with- .

out divinities. ‘The earth, or the air, had
been ill-adapted deities. * The want of new
Gods, therefore, forged a new chain of
errours, which, joined to the férmer, cn-

circled the regions of theological romance.
I fufpect the latter fyftem muft take its

Tife very late ; man never thinking of en-

tering into himfelf, till he had cxhauf’ccd ;

external objects.

LXXII. There are -two hypothefes

- which always have been, and ever will,

fubfit, In the one, man is fuppofed to

The fyf-
tems of Ii-
berty and
ueceﬂity.

have received from his Creator Reafon and .

Will ; that he is left to himfelf to put
them to ufe, and regulate his altions ac-
cordingly. In the other, he is fuppofed
incapable of ating otherwife than agree-
able to the pre-cfablifhed laws of the Deity,
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of whom he is only the inftrument.: that
his fentiment deceives him, and when he
imagines he follows his own inclination,
he in fa& only purfues that of his mafter.
The latter notion might be fuggefted to
the minds of a people, little removed from
a primitive ftate. Little inftructed in the
The an- movements of fo complicated a machine,
- cients'a- they faw with admiration the great virtues,
ﬂ?::d‘bc the atrocious crimes, the ufeful inventions
of a few. fingular. men, and thought they
furpaﬁ'gd the powers of humanity. Hence
they conceived, on every fide, active dei-
ties, infpiring virtue and vice into weak
mortals, incapable of refifting their im-
pulfive influence *. - It was not prudenc’c

® I am not very well fatisfied with this paflage.
I give the beft realons I can find 3 but it feems to me,
that, in fuch early ‘ages, fentiment muft have been
their guide ; and fentiment fpeaks glwaya in behalf

of the fyftem of liberty.
. that
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that infpired Pandarus with the defign of
breaking the truce, and of aiming a dart
‘at the breaft of Menelius. It was the
Goddefs Minerva excited h\im to that at-
tempt®. The unhappy Phedra was not °
criminal. No, - It was Venus, who, ir-
ritated by the flights of Hippolitus, lighted
up an inceftuous flame in the heart of that
Princefs, which plunged her into guilt, in-
famy, and death+. Thus a Deity was
fuppofed to undertake the charge of eve-
1y event in life, of every paflion of the
foul, and every order of faciety,

# Hemer. Ifiad, lib, iv, v. 93, &c. -

+ AN omi ravrn vor ¥ sgura xon wiow.
. Avfw & Onzi @gayua, XaXPanciTaie
Kat Tor war neiy polspior maduxeta
K7 aatng apasdir= —
-R¥ A;mm Wiry aAN o amoArTes -
®a#¢a w—eeme-Eurip. Hippol. AR i. v. 40.

LXXIIL
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Theusion LXXIIL Thefe deities of the moral

f th -
o_ .';sf‘z'world, however, thefe pafions and facul-

™

ties fo generalized and perfonated, had on-
ly a metaphyfical exiftence, too occult for
the generality of mankind. It became
neceffary, therefore, to incorporate them
with the phyfical deities ; in doing which,

“allegory has imagined a thoufand fantafti-

cal relations ; for the mind always requires
at leaft the appearance of truth. It was
natural enough for the God of the fea to
be alfo that of the failors. The figurative
expreffion of the eye, that fees every thing

. at one view; of thofe rays, which dart

thro’ the immenfity of the air, might eafi-
ly be applied to the fun, and make :an
able prophet and a fkilful archer, of that ~
luminary. But wherefore muft the plat;e_t )
Venus be the mother, ghd goddefs of Jove?
Why




(145 )

Why muft fhe take her rife out of the
foam of the ocean? But we muft leave -
thefe enigmas to fuch as may be able to
interpret them. No fooner were thefe'mo-
ral deities aﬁignéd their feveral depart-
ments, than, it is natural to conceive, they
engrofied the homage of mankind. They
had to do immediately with the heart
and the paffions, whereds the phyfical di-
_ vinities, to whom no moral attributes had
been given, - fell infenfibly into contempt
and oblivion. Thus, it is only in the -
earlieft ages of antiquity that I defcry the
fmoke on the altars of Saturn *.

LXXIV. From this period the Gods p z.rq
became particularly intcrefted in human of human

affairs. Nothing pafled of which they

* I mean among the Greeks; his worfhip was
lang kept up in Italy. '
L were
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were not the authors. *Bui were they. the_
autbors of injuftice? We qre flarzled at
this concliifion : an heathen, however, did
not hefitate to admit, and in fa& could
.. not doubt it. His Gods often fuggefted
' very vicious defigns. To fuggeft them,

it was neceffary they fhould concur, and

even take pleafure in them. They. had
not the refource of 'a fmall. quantity of

evil admiffible into the beft of- poffible

worlds ®*.  The evil, they were aéccﬂ’arj' .

to, was not only permitted, but autho-
rized ; befides, thefe feveral divinities, con-
fined to their refpeltive departments, were-
quite indifferent as to the gener;l good ;
with which they had nothing to do. - Every
one ated agrceablé to his own chara&er,
and infpired only the paffions he was fup-

® Sec Fontenelle dans Peloge do M. de-Leibnitz.
- pofed

— e e
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éo&d te feel. The God of War W4 flerce;
blood-thirfty and brutal; the Goddefs of
Wifdom, prudent and réfcrved : theQueen
of Love, an amiable, voluptuous goddefs,
all charm 'and caprice : fubtlcty and low
cunning diftinguifhed the God of - Trade;
and the cries of the unhappy were fup-
pofed to pleafe the ear of the inexorable .
tyrant o'er the dead the gloomy Monarch
of the infernal fhades. '
LXXV. A God, the Father of man- Thefedei:

ties res . '
kind, is equally fo to every individual of fpecers

of perfons,
the fpecies. He is incapable of love or
hate. But partial divinitics muft, doubt-
lefs, have their favourites. Could it be
fuppofed they fhould not prefer thofe who
moft- refembled themfelves! Mars could
not but love the Thracians, of whom war

L2 was
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was the only occupation *; he could not
but love thofe Scythians, whofe moft de-
licious potation was compofed of the blood
of their enemies+. The manners of the
inhabitants of Cyprus and Corinth, where
all was luxury, cﬂ'eminacy and pleafure ;
muft neceffarily engage the Goddefs of
Love. It was but a grateful return; to pre-
fer thofe people, whofe manners were a
kind of difguifed homage to their tutelar
divinities. - That homage itfelf was al- .
ways adapted to their charalter. The
human vittims, that expired on the altar
of Mars 1, thofe thoufands of curtezans
who devoted themfelves to the fervices of

-® Herodot. lib. v. c. 4, g.—Misutius Fzl, OQtav.
¢. 25. p. 258.—Lucian. Pharf. lib. i.

4+ La&ant. lib. i. c, 25.
1. Strab. Geog, lib. viii. p. 378,
the
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the temple of Venus *, thofe famous wo-
men of Babylon, who there made a fa-
crifice of their modefty -r,‘conl_d not but

* Herod. lib. i. c. 199. '

+ They were obliged to proflitate themfelves,

‘once in their'lives, to the firft comer, in the temple

of Venus. Voltaire, who impofes on them the ob-
ligation of doing it every year, treats it as an idle
and ridiculous fable (1). Herodotus, however, had
travelled intd thefe parts; and Mr. Voltaire is too
well verfed in hiftory to be ignorant, how many
fimilar triumphs fuperftition has made over humanity
and virtse. What does he think of an a& of faith ?

.Bat I anticipate his anfver. I was, befides, igno-

rant that Babylon was then the beft governed city in .
the world. Quintius Curtius defcribes it as the moft
Jicentious, Berofa, the Babylonian himfelf, com-
plains that his fellow-ciiizens, breaking down all the
barriers of modefty, lived like brute beafts ; and the
fcholiaft upon Juvenil may inform us, that in his
time it was not degenerated (z). :

(1) Oeuvr. de Volt. tom. vi. p, 24.~—(2) Quint.
Curt. de Reb. Geft. Alex. lib.v. ¢ 1. et Comment.

L3 obtain,
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obtain, for their refpective peoplé, the moft
diftinguifhed favour of their pll'ote&or's.
But as the interefis of nations are not lgfs -

* oppofite than” their manners, -it became

" neceffary that thefe Gods fhould adopt the

quarrels of their worfhippers.. ¢ What!
« fhall I paticntlyh behold a city, that has
¢ ereCted a hundred temples to my divi- .

¢ nity, fall before the fword of the con-

¢ queror ? No. Rather will =" Itis

thus that, among the Greeks, a war kind-

. led on earth, foon lighted up the.torch

Their

quairels.

of difcord in the fkies. ‘The fiege of
Troy put all heaven into confufion. The -

Scamander refle@ted the rays that darted
from the ZEgis of Minerva; was withefs

of the fatal effeét of the arrows taken from
the quiver of Apollo, and felt the tremen-
dous ‘trident of Neptune fhake the foun-

dations ' -
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dations of the earth. Sometimes indeed
the irrefiftible decrees of Fate re-eftablifhed
peace *. But moft generally the feveral
deities mutually agreed to abandon each
others enemies +; for on Olympus, as

upon earth, hatred is always more power-
ful than friendfhip. ‘

LXXVIL A refined homage was little They ¢4
fuitable (0 fuch a kind of deities. The ;u;:;;.?
muktitude required fenfible objeéls ; the form.

- “image of fomething to decorate their -
temples', and fix their ideas. The choice,
to be fure, muft be fixed on the moft ami-
able. But-which is that? The human

form will deubtlefs be preferred by men. ¢

» Mythol de I’Abbé Bannier, tom, ii. p. 487—
.Ovid. Metamorph. lib. xv.

.+ Eurip. Hippol. a&v. ver. x3z7’-0vxd Meta-

morph, palfim,
~L 4 Should
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Should a bull have anfwer-éd the queftion,
he would probably have determined in fa-*
vour of fome other *. Sculpture now
began to improve itfelf in the fervice of
devotion, and the tcmplcs were filled with
ftatues of old men and ‘young, women

and children, expreflive of the different at-
tributes afcribed to their deities.

LXXVII. Beauty is perhaps only found-
ed on ufe; the human figure being beau-
tful only becaufe it is fo well adapted to
the funétions to which it is deftined. The
figure of the divinity, the fame, fhould
be certainly expreflive of its properties,
and even of its defects. Hence came that
abfurd generation of deities, who compofed
only a celeflial family, fimilar to thofe

¢ Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib, i c. 27, 28. V

among
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among mankind: hence their feafls “of
neétar aﬁd ambrofia, and the nourifhment
they were fuppofed to reccive from the fa-
crifices. Hence alfo their quiet flum-
bers ®, and their afflicting pains +. The
Gods, thus become only a race of fuperior -
men, ufed often to make vifits on earth,
inhabic their tumples, take pleafure in
the amufénicuts of mankind, join in the
chace, mix i the dance, and fometimes
gre. fufceptible of the charms of a mor-
tal beauty, and give birth to a race of
herocs. -

LXXVIIL In thofe great events, where- OF gene-
in, from the diverfity of aors, whofe 4l evenss.

views, fituation, and charaler, are differ-

* Homer, [liad. lib. i. v. 6og.

+ Id. Iliad. lib, v. ver. 335. .
, ’ ent,
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ent, there arifes an unity of action, er ra-
ther of effett; it is perhaps only into ge-
peral caufes we muft look for the fprings
of thofe:

Amixture LXXIX. In more particular events,.the
;: P‘m- procefs of nature is very different” from
larevents. hat of the philofophers. In nature there
are few cffe@s fo fimple as to gwe them;

felves to one fole caufe; whereas our phi-
lofophers are generally attached to one

caufe, fole and univerfal. Let us avoid

this precipice : on the contrary, if an ac-

tion appears ever fo little complicated,

Jet us admit of general caufes, not exclud-

ing cither bhazard or defign. Sylla re-

figned the fovereignty of Rome. Ceafar

loft it with his life: neverthelefs. their
encroachments on liberty were alike pre-

ceded by their conquefts: before they be-

' came
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came the maft powerful, they became the
mpft famous, among the Romans. Au-
guftus trod nearly in the fame fteps. A
fanguinary tyrant *, fufpeted of cowar-
dice, that greateft of all crimes in the
leader of a party +, he reached the throne, T ele-

and foon made thofe republicans forget X‘fé’:ﬁg

ey —

they had ever been free. Indeed the dif-
pofition of thofe people diminithes my
furprize.  Equally. incapable of liberty
under Sylla as under Auguftus, they were
ignorant of this truth in the time of the
former : a civil war and two profcriptions, ‘
more cruel and bloody than that war itfelf,
had taught them, by the time of the lat-

® After the taking of Perufa, he facrificed three

hundred of the principal citizens upon an altar ere@-
ed to the divinity of his father.

' Sueton, lib. ii. ¢. 15.

+ Sueton, lib. ii. ¢ 16. )
ter,
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ter, that the republic, finking beneath the
weight of its greatnefs and corruption,
could not fubfift without a mafter. Be-
fides, Sylla, one of the firft of the nobles,
fought at the head of thofe haughty Pa- '
tricians, who, tho’ they put a fword into
“the -hand of defpotifm to avenge them-
felves of their enemies, would.not leave
it .there with the power of converting it
to the deftru&tion of themfelves. They
had conquered with him,s not for him : the’
harangue of Lepidus *, and the condué of
Pompey 1, make it fufficiently clear, that
Sylla chofe rather to defcend from his in-
vidious fituation, than be thrown headlong
from it. But Auguftus, after the ex-

" * Salluft. Fragm. p. 4o4. Edit. Thyﬁi.

" 1 Frenfheim. Supplem.hb Ixxxix. 2 26 3 33.
© - ample
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ample of Czfag *, employed only thofe
enterprifing advcnturers, Agrippa, Mece-
| na/s, and Pollio, whofe fortunes, attached
to his, had been nothing divided among
an ariftocracy of nobles, but were whea
united fufficient to crufh a new pretender.

LXXX. Thofe fortunate circhmﬁances The

-~

= of the debauchery of Anthony, the weak- i,
nefs of Lepidus, and the credulity of
_ Cicero, operated in concert with the ge-

" peral difpofition, in. his favour: but it
muft be confc{i'ed, that tho’ he did not
give birth to thefe circumftances, -he em-
ployed them with great art and policy.
The vaft variety of objecs, that prefent
themfelves, will not permit to difplay the
nature of that refined government; to de-

® Tacit.” Annal, lib. iv. p. 109.—Sueton. ubi ins
Fa ‘

fcribe

caufes of =
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ftribe the yoke that was borne without
being felt, the Prince undiftinguithed
from the citizens, or the fenate re-fp‘e&ed
by its mafter ®*. We will fele&t, however,
 one circumftance.

Aﬁguﬁus, mafter of the revenues of the

empire, and the riches of the world, con- .~

ftantly diftinguifhed between his own par-

® It is with impatience I expe the continuation
of thofe differtations on this fubje®, which M.dela
Bleterie hath promifed us. The fyftem of Auguf-
tos, fo often mifunderftood, will be laid down with
the utmoft minutenefs. This author hath a peculiar
delicacy, and an amiable freedom, of fentiment. He
is arguneptative without drynefs, and exprefles him-
felf with all the graces of a clear and elegant ftile.
Perhaps, however, this Defcartes of hiftory rea-
foms a little too much & griori, and founds his con-
clufions lefs upon authority of particular falls, than
on general induflion: but this is the fault only of
men of great genius.

ticular

I
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tioular patrisoony and the treafure of the
public. By which means he difplayed his
moderation, in having bequeathed to his
-~ heirs effets of lefs value than the fortunes
of many of his fubjeéts * ; and his tove to
his countty, in having given up to the fer-
vice of the ftate two entire patrimonies ;
‘ together with an immenle fum, arifing from
the legacies of his decealed friends,

LXXXE An ordinary degrée of pene- The fume
tration is fufficient to difcover when afi m‘;ﬁe

a@ion is at once' both caufe and effect, "4 e

In- the moral world there are many fuch :
or rather, there are but,fgw’, which de not,

® Auguftus bequeathed to Tiberius and Livia
ouly millies quingenties, thirty millions of livres.
The augur Lentalus died in his reign, worth qua-
tér millies, fourfcore millions,  Sueton. lib. ii. c.

101.~~Senecca de Benefic. lib. ii, .
2 . more
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more or lefs, partake of both the one
and the other, T

Mhe corruption of all orders of men
among the Romans, was owing to the ex-
tent of their empire, and was itfelf pro-
du@ive of the greatnefs of the republic *.

But it requires an uncommon fhare of
- ' judgment,” when two things are conftantly

N

united, and feem intimately conneéted, to
difcern that they are neither effet nor
caufe to one another.

* Montefq. Confid. fur la Grandeur des Romains.

I diftinguith the greatnefs of the Roman em-
pire from that of the republic: the one confifted in
the number of provinces, the other in that of its
citizens. )

. - LXXXILS
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'LXXXIL The fciences, it is faid, take The &

ences do

ther rife from luxury; an enlxghtcncd not =iﬂfe
axue

— .

~muft be always a v1c10us people. F.orry

my part, I cannot "be of this opinion.
The {ciences are not the daughters of
loxury, but both the one and the other
owe their birth to induftry. The arts,
in their rudcﬁ ftate, fansﬁed the Pprimi-
tive wants of men: .In their flate of per-
fection they fuggeft new ones, even from
Vitellius’s fhield of Pallas*,’to the-philo-
fophical entertainments of Cicero. . But
in-proportion as luxury corrupts the man-

* # Vitellius fent his galiies as far as the pillars
of Hercules, in order to catch the’un#onhn’bﬂ and
delicate fith, of which this luxarions dith .Was com-
pofed. If we may, credit Dr. Arbuthnet, it coft
765,625 1. Sterling. See Sueton. in Vitellio, ¢. 13.
Zrbuthnot’s Tables, p..138, - .

M ners,

.

-y
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ners, the fciences foften them ; like to.
thofe prayers in Homer, which conftantly -

purfue injuftice; to appeafe ‘the fury of
that cruel deity *

J

" Thus have I thrown together a few re-
fletions, which appeared to me juft and
rational, on the urility of the Belles-Lettres,
Happy thouid I think myfeif, if, by fo
doing, I fhould infpire a tafte for them
in others. I fhould entertain too good
an opinion of myfelf, if I did not fee the
impesfections of this Efay ; aad fhould
have too bad a one if 1 did not hope,
at an age lefs premature, alid with a more
extenfive knowlege, to be able 'to corred

‘Wmmwm
Homerﬂud hbax ¥. 50Q.

them.

.
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them. It may poffibly be faid, thefe re-
~ fletions are juft, but hackneyed and trite,
or that they are new, but paradoxical.
" Where: is the author who loves the critics ?
The former fmputation, however, will
dif‘pleafe me leaft; the advantage of the
art being more dear to ‘me than the repu-
tation of the artift.

Tue Exp,
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